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such thousand rak’ahs of prayer on this carpet, and recit- 
‘ed the whole Qur'an in the Ka‘ba. He said: My father toak 


81. Ibn Kathir, al-Bidaya wa‘l - Nihaya, Vol. XIII, pp 
144-145, — i 
82. Al-Bidaya wal-Nihaya, Vol. XIII, p. 145. 
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it, kissed it, placed it.on his head, and accepted it from him 
with a great pleasure. At the end of the day an inhabitant 
of Isbahan came and began to talk to us. During his con- 
versation he said by chance: The Faqih of Maghrib who is. 
staying with you has purchased a beautiful carpet today 
for such and such price. Thereupon my father ordered to 
bring the carpet. Seeing it the man said. Yes, by Allah, this 
is the same. My father kept silence, and Ibn Dihya fell down 
in his eyes. 

This was that monarch, and this was his assistant in 
introducing this evil innovaton. They innovated this practice 
in imitation of the Christians in order that they might cele- 
brate the birthday of their Prophet as they celebrated the 
birthday of Jesus Christ. (peace be upon them.). 

These people are in the habit of standing up while - 
reciting the evenis of the birthday and life of the Prophet 
and. say: The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) is 
present in the assembly of celebration of his birthday; so 
we welcome him by standing up. Then they recite the well- 


‘known Urdu couplet that we quote below in original: 


“Invoke blessings upon him every moment.The Prophet is: 
present here.” One of their scholars says: “It is incumbent 
to stand up at the time of mentioning the events of the birth 
of the Prophet(peace be upon him).”"84 These people 
perform this act in the name of the Prophet(peace be upon 
him) who used to prohibit from standing up for him even 
in his blessed life-time, saying: “If anyone is pleased that 
the people should stand up for him, he should make. his 
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83. Ibn Hajar al-’Asqalani, Lisan al-Mizan, Vol. 1V; p. 296. 
84. ‘Abd al-Sami‘, Anwar al-Sati’a, p. 250. 
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abode in the hell-fire."8° Anas b. Malik narrated from the 
Companions of the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him): 
“No one was dearer to them than the Messenger of Allah 
(peace be upon him). When they saw him, they did not 
‘stand up, for they knew that he had disapproved of it,86 

They have introduced numerous innovations in 
religion, and they believe that such practices are the greatest 
of all forms of worship and manifestation of the symbols 
of religion. One of them is the celebration of the birth-day 
of the Prophet (peace be upon him) in the month of Rabi 
‘al—Awwal. It consists of many innovations and unlawful 
acts.87 

Curiously enough, the Bareilawis celebrate the birth- 
‘day of the Prophet (peace be upon him) on the 12th of 
Rabi’ al—Awwal, despite the fact that this is the day of the 
death of the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him). As 
regards his birth-day, he was not born on the 12th of Rabi’ 
al—Awwal, as has been established by the sound calculation 
of the date of his death and chronology. The correct date 
of his birth is either the 7th or the 9th of. Rabi’ al—Awwal. 
The latter, i.e. the 9th, is the most sound and most 
established date of his birth. This means that these people 
do not celebrate the birthday of the Prophet but his death 
anniversary on this day. _ 

More curious than this is the fact that ten years ago 
these people in the Indo—Pakistan sub-continent used to 


85. Al-Tirmidhi and Abu Dawud have transmitted’ it. 

86. Al-Tirmidhi: transmitted it, saying: This is a ee 
(hasan) tradition. 

87. Ibn Amir al-Hajj, Madkhal, p. 58. 
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name this day Bara Wafat (the day of the Prophet's death, 

or his death anniversary on the 12th). When the criticism 

was made on them by the monotheists and the adherents 

of the Qur’an and the Sunna, they changed this name, and 

instead named it ‘Id Milad at—Nabi (the festival of the 

birthday of the Prophet). They have given the same name as - 
used by the Christians for their festival, namely ‘Id Milad 

al—Masih (the festival of the birth-day of Jesus). Thus they 

fell out of the frying pan into the fire. 

The market of these people is in full swing by the food 
provided by the heirs of the deceased. under the name of the 
feast of the 3rd, the 7th and the 10th day, etc. and by the 
earnings plundered by them, Despite the fact that these 
‘practices were not established as lawful during the genera- 
tions which have been declared the best by the Prophet 
(peace be upon him), nor from the Messenger of Allah 
(peace be upon him), nor from his Companions and their 
successors,. the jurists, traditionists and the Jawyers, it has 
‘been even forbidden by the Hanafi jurists in their works 
of Fiqh, about which these people claim that they are its 
followers. All this proves that these people are excluded from 
the Hanafi school of Fiqh. They are liars in their claim of 
their attribution to the Hanafi Fiqh, since a conformist 
(muqallid) does not oppose the opinion of his master, nor 
does he go outside his school of Figh. 

“In the following paragraphs the statements of the 
Hanafi Fuqaha’, are quoted about these rites which have been 
borrowed from the Magians, Christians and Hindus, and not - 
from Islam brought by Muhammad (peace be upon him); 
he is free from it. Describing the Hanafi.law about these 
ceremonies Mulla ‘Ali al—Qari, a Hanafi jurist, says: “The 
jurists of our school have decisively settled the point that 
it is disapproved (makruh) to hold feast on the first and 
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the third day after the death of a person, and also after a 
week.” 8 ny : 
Ibn Bazzaz, a Hanafi jurist, says: “It is disapproved 
to hold a feast by the heir of the dead, and to eat food by 
the relatives of the dead at his home during three days after 
the death of a person. Feast has been allowed by the Shari’a 
for occasions of rejoicing. The holding of feast and distribu- 
tion of food among the relatives on the 1st and the 3rd day 
after the death of a person and also after a week are 
prohibited. It is also disapproved to celebrate festivals and 
death anniversaries, to take food to the grave on specified 
days, to take wages for recitation of the Qur’an, to gather the. 
righteous men, and the Qur’an readers for the recitation of 
the whole Qur’an, or to recite Surat al-An‘am or up to 
Surat al—Ikhlas. In short, recitation of the Qur’an for the 
sake of eating is disapproved.” 9 | 
This is the position of the Hanafis about these feasts 

arranged after the death of a person, that have been devised 
to fill the hell of the hungry bellys and to quench their 
thirst. 
These are the teachings of the tradesmen of religion 
who have sold the hereafter for this world, and made the 


eternal divine religion means of snatching the properties of 


the orphans and widows, plundering the indigent, the grieved, 


and the dejected —~—the teachings which go round eating, 
drinking, earning and usurping. May Allah give us refuge 
from them. 


88. Mulla ‘Ali al-Oari, Mirqat Sharh al-Mishkat, Vol. V, 
p. 482. 


89. Al-Fatawa al-Bazzaziya, Vol. IV, p. 81. 
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They have made obligatory on the orphans and the 
heirs of the deceased to offer food to them on the 3rd, 
the 4th, the 7th and the 10th day after the death of a person, . 
As for the 11th day of every month, it is essential for every 
person, whether anyone died or not from his family, to 
offer food, for this day has been specified for offering to 
Shaikh ‘Abd al—Qadir Jilani. ‘Allah, the Exalted, has gifted 
this day to His Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) 
on account of the Shaikh Jilani we seek refuge in Allah 
from such absurdities —— then the Messenger of Allah 
(peace be upon him) gifted this day to his community. It 
means that this day is one of the endowments and gifts 
of the Messenger of Altah."95 

“The offering of food on that day causes the coming 
down of blessings from the heaven.””96 

There is also a prevalent custom among them to offer 
food on the 12th, the 17th, then the 40th day after the 
death of a person. It js hoped that if anyone spends a lot 
during these days, he may not live for a long time; otherwise 
any member of his family may depart, and thus it may 
become the cause of descending of blessings and sustenance. 

They were not content to these days, but added other 
days too, so that their market may not become listless, and 
stagnant and their shops closed. Hence they added Thursday 
and Friday. It is not only up to the 40th day, but it 
continues as. long as their relatives are alive. They assert: 
“The spirits of the believers come on every night of Friday, 
and on every Friday. They stay in the courtyard of their 
homes, and each one of them, calls in a sorrowful voice: O 
my wife,my children, my relatives | Be kind to us by giving 
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95. Ja‘al-Haqq, Vol. I, p. 270. 
96. Hikayat Ridwiyya, p. 44: Ja‘al-Haqq. — 
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alms; Bremer us and do not forget us, and have mercy 
upon us.’ 

In addition to this, they also increased more days by 
their assertion: “When Thursday, Friday, the 10th of 
Muharram (‘Ashura), or the 15th night of Sha‘ban comes, 
the spirits of the dead visit their relatives, and stand at the 
doors of their homes, and say: Is there anyone who shows 
mercy to us ?; is there anyone who remembers our strange- 
ness?”28 Then they keep on waiting, watching all the time 
whether they give alms, and offer food or not. 

They introduced innovations in order to seek the 
increase of sustenances and food, that are named “recita-. 
tion of .al—Fatiha,” and ‘presenting the gift of reward.’ 
They gave the profligates and the recalcitrant’s certificate 
for admission to paradise, and disbursed among them the 
documents of evelation by holding the assemblies of 
presenting the gift or reward (to the dead), recitation of the 

“whole Qur'an, and recitation of al—Fatiha. The Bareilawi 

has composed numérous treatises in justification of these 
‘ innovations. His followers and upholders of his views have 
also written many books and mentioned therein the 
commendation, obligation of recitation of al—Fatiha, reci- 
tation of the whole Qur’an over meals, fruits, sweets, edibles, 
and drinks, and offer thelr reward to the dead on the 
specified days. . 

The Bareilawi has produced a treatise on this subject 
called “‘Hujjat al—Fa‘iha li tatyib al—Ta’yyun wa‘l—Fatiha” 
In this tract he writes: “The recitation of al—Fatiha and 


97. Al-Bareiilawi, I!tyan al-Arwah li ziyaratihim ba’da 
al-Rawah, included in Majmu‘ah. Rasa‘il, Vol. IV, 
pp. 195,197. 

99. Ja’al-Haqq, Vol. |, p. 461. 


191 


offering its reward on the specified days and its recitation 
upon cloths, food and sandals and on other things are lawful! 
and carry rewar va 

How should al—Fatiha be recited ? One should recite 
al—Fatiha, and Surat al—Ikhias as is converient, seven times 
or three times. Then he should say; ‘‘O Allah, give the reward 
of what we have recited to so and so, or to them,” 101 
He has argued on the basis of the following weak tradition: 
“tf anyone passes a graveyard and recites “Qu! huw Allahu © 
Ahad” eleven times and offers its reward to all the dead of 
that graveyard, he will be given the reward equal to the 
number of the dead (buried therein).” 

They recite the Qur’an and gather the huffaz (memo- 
risers of the Qur'an) and Imams (prayer leaders) of the 
mosques and give them wages fixed for this purpose, so that 
they offer the reward of their recitation of the Qur’an to 
whom the hirer intends to offer, although the Hanafi ‘jurists 
have expressly said: “There is no title of reward by giving 
‘wages for recitation of the Qur‘an, neither for the dead,nor 
for the reciter.”!93 the Hanafi jurist al—’Aini says: ‘‘Both 
the receiver and the giver of wages for recitation of the 
Qur‘an wiil be sinners. In short, the practice of recitation 
of the parts of the Qur’an on wages prevalent in our times 
is not lawful.’’194 ibn ‘Abidin has quoted al—Barkawi as 
saying: “(Recitation of the Qur'an by receiving wages) is not 
lawful in any school of Islamic law, nor in any divine religion, 
nor does one receive any reward ab initio... There are a large 


100. Hujjat al-Faiha, included in al-Fatawa al-Ridwiyya, 
Vol. IV, p. 195,197. 

101. Ibid., p. 406. _ 

103. Mahmud b. Ahmad, Sharh al-Diraya, Vol. III, p. 355. 

104. Binaya Sharh al-Hidaya, Vol. II, p. 655, 
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number of rational and traditional evidences in favour of 
this viewpoint.” 105 Ibn ‘Abidin al—Shami al—Hanafi has also 
quoted Shaikh al—Isiam Ibn Taimiyya as saying: “‘It is not 
lawful to hire people to recite the Qur’an and to offer its 
reward to the deceased since none of the Imams(masters and 
savants) in the past has been reported to have permitted it. 
The scholars have said on this subject as follows: If a reciter 
recites the Qur’an.for the sake of earning, there is no reward 
for him. Then what does he offer to the dead ? Only (the 
reward of) a righteous act reaches the dead. Taking wages 
for reading and recitation of the Qur’an has not been 
reported from any of the Imams.”’! 

The scholars have justified its prohibition on the basis 
of the following Qur‘ anic verse: 

(8) = Byi ) at Ld WOU, ty sty, 

“Nor sell my signs for a small price.’ 107 

The commentators have explained this verse on the 
authority of Abu'l — ‘Aliya as follows: “Do not take wages 
for it.” 108 Al—Jazari said: “The Hanafis justify the prohi- 
bition of taking wages for recitation of the Qur'an on the 
basis of this verse.” 109 In the end, we quote what has been 
said in “Sharh al—‘Aqidat al—-Tahawiya:" As regards hiring 
the people who recite the Qur'an and offer its reward as a 
gift to the dead, none from the past scholars has done it, nor 
Ras any of the Imams of religion commanded or permitted 


105. Ibn ‘Abidin, Majmu‘at Rasail, Vol. |, pp. 173, 174. 

106. Ibid., p. 175. 

107. Qur’an II: 41. 

108. See Tafsir al-Tabari, Tafsir Ibn Kathir, and Tafsir 
al-Qurtubi. 

109. Al-Tashil ti ‘Ulum al-Qur’an, Vol. |, p. 46. 
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it. Hiring the people to recite the Qur’an is unlawful without 
any disagreement. The disagreement is on the lawfulness 
‘of employing people on wages for teaching and the like 
which involves benefit for others. The reward is not trans- 
ferred to the dead except when the act is done for the sake 
of Allah’s pleasure. But this service is not performed sincerely 
for Allah's sake. Hence, he does not get any reward for it 
which he may present as a gift to the dead.Therefore, no 
one has expressed the view that it is permissible to hire a 
person who fasts and prays and transfers its reward as gift to 
the dead. But if any person gives something to a man who 
recites the Qur’an, teaches it and learns it as an aid to those 
who render service to the Qur'an, this will be considered alms 
from him, and hence it is lawful. A passage in“al-Ikhtiyar’ 
goes: If anybody bequeaths something from his property to 
be given to a person who recites. the Qur’an at his grave as 
his wages, the bequest is invalid, for it means wages (on 
recitation of the Qur’an). Al—Zahidi has mentioned ‘‘al— 
Ghunya:"If a man dedicates (Waqf) something to a person 
who recites the Qur’an at his grave, the determination of this 
sort of Waaf is invalid. #110 

’ From all this it is proved that this innovation has 
occurred only for mean worldly ends and evil selfish objec- 


tives. It has no concern with Islam as ina is free from all 
such ings: 


* One of the teachings of the Bareilawis is to visit the 
relics and to exhort to it for getting blessing from them, 
it is the same whether their ascription to the saints is correct 
or not, .for.jt is also the cause of earning of the riches by 
cheating. the Muslims. ‘Abd al— Mustafa Ahmad Rida al— 


rat 


110. Sharh al- Agidat al-Tahawiya, (Shaikh Abani, ed.) 
p. 517, 
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Bareilawi has composed a monograph to substantiate it and 
‘to exhort to it, called Badr al—Anwar fil—Adab wa'l—Athar.” 
The writer of the preface of this monograph says: ‘’The relics 
of saints are divine symbols, and belong to those sings of 
Allah which He has commanded to exalt and to get plete? 
from them.” , 
The Bareilawi himself has written: “He ake denies 
the exaltation of relics of the Prophets and getting blessing 
from them is the denier of the Qur'an and the Sunna, and 
ignorant and loser, and straying from the right way and 
profligate.” “112 One of his followers has been reported 
to have said: “The exaltation and veneration of the Prophet 
(peace be upon him) means to exalt all of his causes and to 
venerate his relics and his spots at Mecca and Medina, and 
his institutions, and anything he had touched or 
recognised.”"!13 “Alongside of exaltation the relics of the 
Prophet (peace be upon him), the relics of the saints, right- 
eous men and scholars should also be exalted, and blessings 
should be attained from them, for they inherited from their 
blessings and benefits.”"114 “There is no need of asking for 
any authority and proof for the genuineness of ascription 
of these relics to their denizens. It is enough that their ascrip- 
tion to them is well-known among the people.” !1 
How should these relics be exalted and blessings be 

acquired from them ? The Bareilawi has described in another 
monograph. He says: “One should kiss these relics, for it is 
the tradition of the lovers, and it is written in the speeches 
of the masters and the learned, like the minarets and walls 
rr TS 
111. Mugaddima Risalah Badr al-Anwar, p. 8. 

112. Al-Bareillawi, Badr al-Anwar, p. 12. 

113. Badr al-Anwar, p. 21. 

114. Ibid., p. 23 (Chapter II). 

115. Ibid., p. 43 (Chapter IV) 
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of Medina. Although they did not exist during the life- 
time of the Messenger of Allah(peace be upon him), and were 
built after him, and they do not have the honour of being 
touched and seen by him, they exist in his city.He then 
argued on the basis of the speeches of his leaders, as he 
himself clearly said. His first leader (Imam) was Majnun 
bani ‘Amir. How excellent he has said: 
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‘When | pass by the relics of Salma, sometimes | kiss this 
wall and sometimes that. . 
The love of these relics has not ingraned in my: 
heart, but the love of her who inhabited these relics.” 
Again, he argued from the words of his another master 
(Imam) who says: “It is proper that the courtyards of the 
Madrasas, mosques, tombs and waaqf properties which exist 
on the soil of those places which contain the body of the 
Chief of mankind should be exalted, their fragrance be smelt, 
their quarters and walls be kissed. 
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“} make a covenent when my taps have been filled with those 
walls and courtyard, that | shall rub with the dust of these 


relics my white hair among them, by kissing and gulping 
them frequently.” 
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They kiss even the thresholds and doors of the tombs 
of the saints, as the Bareilawi has clearly stated in this mono- 
graph composed by him.” “117 

This is the cause of success and salvation, as indicated - 
in the following couplet: 
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“Make haste and kiss the relics with the intention of 
getting success on the day of reckoning.” "1! 

What did the polytheists of Mecca and the unbelievers 
of the Arabian Peninsula do except this or more than that? 
But these people have exceeded the limits and outstriped 
them when they said: It is lawful to kiss not only the walls 
of Medina and graves and relics of the Prophet, the right- 
eous and the scholars, but also it is lawful to kiss the pictures 
‘and figures of these things, indeed it is obligatory. The 
Bareilawi says: “It is the loftiest, most elevated, and manifest 
thing that the savants of the Shari’a and the trustworthy 
jeaders, from class to class, from both East and West, and 
Arabs and non—Arabs, used to make figure of the sacred 
sandals and the fragrant tomb of the chief of mankind 
(i.e. the Prophet), and draw their representations in the 
books, kiss them, place them on their eyes and heads,and 
command i 

They sought agency through them (i.e. figures and 
pictures) in averting diseases and achieving the objects. They 
obtain from them great blessings and benefits. 


ee 


117. Ibid., p. 159. 

118. Ibid., p. 143. 

119. Abarr al-Magal fi Qublat al-ijlal, p. 143. 
120. Badr al-Anwar fi Adab al-Athar, p. 38. 
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The Bareilawi has mentioned the advantages acquired 
from them as follows: “If the figure of the sandal of the 
Prophet (peace be upon him) is found with a man, he will 
remain immune from the oppression of the tyrants, mischief 
of the devils, and envy of the envious ones. If a woman holds 
it in her right hand while suffering from the throe of 
child-birth, the delivery will become easy for her. If anyone 
guards it, and always keeps it with him, he will be exaited in 
the eyes of the people, and will be honoured with the visit 
of the sacred tomb of the Messenger of Allah, or the visit . 
of the Prophet (peace be upon him) himself in thé dream. If 
the armies guard it with them, they will not be defeated, 
and the caravans will not be plundered (if they keep it with 
them). If it is kept in the ships, they will not be drowned, 
and if it is kept in the properties, they will not be stolen; 
any need asked for through it is fulfilled, and with whatever 
intention it is hanged, that will be fulfilled. If it is placed 
on the aching and effected parts of the body, they will be 
healed uF. One is saved from the fatal calamities and dis- 
tresses,"121 . 

He has quoted his masters as saying about these 
absurdities which are not less than the non-sense Practices 
of the pagan days: “Kiss the dust which is damped by the 
effect of the noble sandal, if it is possible; otherwise kiss 
its figure.” 12 “One of the advantages of the figures of the 
tomb of the Prophet, is that if it is not possible to visit the 
tomb of the Prophet, one should visit its figure and anxiouly 
‘kiss it, for it represents the orginal. Similarly, the figure of 
his sacred sandal represents the original one in respect of the 
benefits and properties as evidenced by the correct ex- 


ee 


121. Ibid., p. 40. 
122. Abarr al-Maqal fi Qublat al-l jlal, p. 148, 
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perience: hence the scholars have paid the same honour 
and veneration as they have paid to the original...""" 23 

He also said: “From among the benefits of represen- 
tations is that if anyone is unable to visit the tomb of the 
Prophet, he should pay a visit to its figure and watch it 
eagerly, and kiss it with -increasing love and eagerness. The 
scholars have substituted the figure of the sandal for the 
original sandal and show the same respect and veneration 
as they have done to the original, and they nee mentioned 


its properties and blessings. “124 

Thereafter he has written the formalities of paying 
a visit to these figures and pictures after explaining the 
reality of these things: “These are the exalted things of 
religion: their exaltation and veneration according to the 
rules of the Shari‘a are the requirements of the faith” 
“It is imperative for a person who visits these relics or things 
that indicate these relics that he should imagine the Messenger, 
the bearer of light (peace be upon him) and he should pray 
Allah to bless him abundantly ... Similarly, if anyone 
visits the figure of the blessed tomb of the Prophet ( peace 
be upon him) he should exalt and venerate it, and invoke 
peace and blessings on him abundantly, as he would do 
when he might visit the original tomb." 26 

He then describes the merits of kissing these figures 
and pictures, and quotes the following couplets: 
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123. Ibid., p. 148. 

124. Ibid., pp. 50-51. 
125. Bedr al-Anwar, p. 53. 
126. Ibid., p. 56. 
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“For him who touches the figure of the sandal of the Prophet 

named Taha, there will be abundant good and virtues on the 

day of resurrection. : 

In this world he will live a good life, and will get 
honour and comfort beyond doubt. 

O sandal, the figure and representation of yours bears 
the highest noble character. It has mysteries by which we 
have witnessed wonders. 

If the cheek of a man sinks by supplication, that 
which is requisite is partially supplied for him." '</ 

“Kissing the figure of the sandal is like the kissing of 
‘the original respected sandal. One is healed up by kissing it, 
and one seeks healing up from its name. 

So Kiss it, and rub the face by placing it thereon, 
with a sincere intention, you will get what you conceal in 
your heart.” ; . 

These’ people show disrespect to Allah, the Exalted, 
by venerating the figure of the Prophet's sandal, and by 
exalting the graves, and they say about writing the name of 
Allah upon the figure of the Prophet's sandal: “It is lawful 
to write the name of the Alimghty Allah on the figure of 
the Prophet's sandal. Then he argues on the basis of a report 


ry 


127. Ibid., p. 144, 
128. Ibid., p. 56. 


201 


that the jurists (a’imma) in the past used to write ithe name 
of Allah) on the backs of the sandals." !29 

After mentioning all this, he states the Purpose for 
which all these things have been given currency, and com- 
manded to exalt and venerate them, and getting blessings 
from them. The purpose is eating, drinking and earning, 
He says: “It is commendable for the visitor to offer oblations 
to one whose relics he visits, to the Prophet (peace be upon 
him), or to the esteemed saint. He who presents a gift and he 
who ‘takes subscription for the help of the Muslims are 
rewarded. One who is visited helps the visitors who visit these 
relics, and the visitors help the one who is visited by their 
offerings to him, to which the saying of the Messenger of 
Allah (peace be upon him), comes true: If any of you can 
benefit his brother, he should benefit him," 130 ' 

He said: “The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 
Allah helps His servant as long.as the servant continues 
helping his brother. In particular when the inmates of these 
relics are respectable and noble persons, for service to them 
is the cause of attaining the reward and blessings.”"!31 

This is the cult of these people and these are their 
teachings against the teachings of the Prophet (peace be upon 
him) who prohibited his Companions and his community 
from hyperbole even about his person. He said: 


---_——— 


129. tbid., pp 41-42. 

130. See this weak reasoning for the justification of offer- 
ings. If such reasoning is valid, transgression and 
lewdness for arguing in favour of benefit of both 
sides would prevail. May Allah give the Muslims — 
refuge from it. 

131. Badr al-Anwar, pp. 50-51. 


202 


Pe? OF Vent Gy band 1 = ,bI LoS (9 boy 


“Do not eulogise me as the Christians eulogised Jesus, 
son of Mary. | am just His servant, so say: Allah’s servant and 
messenger” !32 “Commenting on this tradition Mulla Ali 
Al-Qari says: He forced them to exercise this exaggeration 
in their belief that he would wipe out their evil works, and 
admit them to paradise, and the more they exaggerate, the 
nearer to him they would be. In fact, they are the most 
disobedient people, and most opposed to his Sunna. They 
have an obvious resemblance to the Christians who extremely 
exercised exaggeration about Jesus Christ, and vehemently 
opposed his Shari‘a and religion.’ 3 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: Do not raise 
“me alone my right, for Allah, the Exalted, has made me a: 
“.gervant before he made me a messenger.” 134 The Prophet 
" (may peace be upon him) said: “’Satan may not lead you to 
_ evil passion: | am Muhammad ibn Abdallah and His Messen- 
ger. | do not tike that you raise me | above my rank which: 
Allah has made me hold.""!35 

Will he be pleased and can conceive of his religion 
which he brought from the Creator of the universe the Lord 
of the heavens and the earth, that these- ‘pictures, represen- 


tations, figures and images be exalted, while the Shari’a has 
come to annihilate them? 


er TN, 


132. AL-Bukhari and Muslim-Al-Haithami, Majma’  al- 
Fawa’id. , 

133. Mulla ‘Ali al-Qari, Mawduat, pp. 119-20. 

134, Al-Hakim, al-Mustadrak; at eberenl: al-Mu‘jam al- 
Kabir. 

135. Ahmad, Musnad; Said b. Mansur, Sunan; al-Baihaqi, 
Shu‘ab al-Iman. 
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We seek refuge in Allah from such an occurrence. 
These people do not pay attention to the teachings of the 
Qur’an, and to him upon whom the Quran was sent down. 
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“Those whom He willeth to leave straying — He makes their 
breast close and constricted, as if they had to climb up to 
the skies: thus doth Allah (heap) the penalty on those 
who refuse to believe.”’! 

Allah, the most great, has spoken the truth. They have 
invented a strange rule and introduced an evil practice for - 
eating and drinking: If a man died and he did not pray and 
fast during his life, it is possible to admit him to paradise 
by offering food to the scholars and monks half asa’ of wheat 
or a'sa-of dates or barley for each fast, and similarly for each 
prayer. If a man wants to carry out business, he will be grant- 
ed concession, as a special case. For this they have suggested 
a legal device (hi-la). we give below their statements on this. 
subject from their own works, and they have forgotten what 
Allah, the Exalted, has said in His Book: 
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“Those who unjustly eat up the property of orphans eat up 
a fire into their own bodies: they will soon be enduring a 


136. Qur’an VI: 126. 
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blazing fire.”137 6 te Le FI GL ed ot 
Allah has said: (¢ 4 set} eye Gow ante ls 
“Those man can have nothing but what he strives for; that. 
(the fruit of) his striving will soon come in sight.””! 
Allah is the most truthful of the speakers: 
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“Fain would they deceive Allah and those who believe, but 
they only deceive themselves and realize (it) not.’"140 

But neglecting the true word of Allah and the teach- 
ings of the truthful and trustworthy Messenger (peace be 
upon him) they say : “The heir of the deceased says on 
behalf of the deceased who neither prayed nor fasted: Any 
duty ar.ong the duties to Allah, whether obligatory, im- 
perative, vows and others liable to be discharged by this 
deceased, some of them have been discharged, and some 
not discharged, by him; those discharged by him, may 
Allah accept them by His grace, through the agency of the 
Prophet and supplication of the Present body of the Muslims; 
those which have not been discharged by him. and remained 
due to him as his liability, some of them can be discharged 
by payment of ransom and others cannot be discharged by 
it. Those which cannot be discharged by payment af ransom, 
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137. Qur‘an IV: 10. . 
138. Qur‘an LIN! : 39-40. 
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may Allah forgive and remit them. Those which can be dis- 
charged by ransom and remained due to him as his liability, 
th’. copy of the Qur’an is given along with this money in 
cash and commodity in kind as a ransom.” 

Or this copy of the Qur'an is donated along with 
this money in cash and commodity in kind to exonerate 
the deceased from prayers and fasts and other liabilities 
due to him.142 1 any man did not pray and fast during 
his whole life, about him they say: “The years of his age 
should be counted after discounting twelve years in the 
case of male and nine years in the case of female, for it-is 
the minimum period of her puberty, then it is necessary to 
donate half a basket for each month by measuring with the 
Mudd of Damuscus, and six baskets for each solar year.” 

But by this reckoning the weight does not decrease, 
and the number of sa’s increases, then what is the legal 
device (hila) ? They say: “He should take a limited quantity . 
(of some commodity) and give that quantity to a poor man. 
Thus, the liability is dropped from the deceased commen- 
surate with this quantity. Then the poor man should give 
this quantity to the heir of the dead. He should again give 
this quantity to the poor man, and the liability is diminished 
in proportion to the quantity. Again the poor man should 
give this quantity to the heir of the dead, and he should take 
possession of it. Again the heir should give it to the poor man 
so that the remaining number of prayers and fasts due to 
the deceased be dropped.” 144 


ee a ee 


141. Ghayat al-Ihtiyat fi hilat al-Isqat, included in: Badhl 
al-Jawaiz, (ed. Pakistan), p. 35. 
142. Ibid., p. 26. 
. 143. Ja’al-Haqq, p. 43. 
144. Al-Qadiri, Ghayat al-!htiyat, p. 41. 
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If the deceased does not leave property, the heir 
should take, say half a sa (of wheat), on loan and give it to 
a poor man, and then the poor man should give it to the heir, 
and this should be repeated again and again, till it is com- 
pleted, !45 

They expressly call this cheating hila (legal device). 
They say: ‘The legal device (ihila) to exonerate the deceased 
from all his liabilities is that the guardian ‘should count his 
prayers, fasts and other duties that were missed by him, and 
estimate them in proportion to something, then he should 
give it to some poor man, with the intention of exonerating 
the deceased from his liabilities. After taking possession 
of it the poor man should donate it to the guardian or to 
some stranger, and he should take possession of it, and then 
he should give it again voluntarily to the poor man to drop 
the liabilities from the deceased,and then the poor man 


should give it to the guardian.” '46 
In this manner these people have sold their hereafter 
for this world of theirs and exhorted the people to abandon 
the doing of good works, prayer, fasting and those deeds 
upon which the salvation depends according to the directions 
of the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him). As these 
people were indulged in the legal devices, they went to the 
-extreme and said: “The easiest method is that the legal 
heir of the deceased should sell a correctly written copy of 
the Qur‘an worthy of being read to a poor man with a 
criminal fraud, then the poor man should donate it to the 
heir, and this should be repeated again and again till it is 
completed, perchance Allah may accept it as a compensation 
for prayer, zakat and vows." 147 


145. Ja‘al-Haqq, p..387. 
146. Al-Qadiri, Ghayat al-lhtiyat, p. 41. 
147. Ibid. 
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We can say only that it is a legal device positively, 
but it is your device to eat up the earnings of the people 
unlawfully. 

There are many other devices from which we seek 
refuge in Allah and from their innovators. 

One of the teachings of these people which they have 
invented under the name of Sharia and gave it currency 
among the Muslims under the name of Islam, and they 
declared infidels and unbelievers those who opposed them, is 
the kissing of thumbs of both hands when one hears the 
name of the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) during 
adhan (call to prayer). The Bareilawi has produced a mono- 
graph exclusively devoted to this subject to substantiate 
this viewpoint. !t is included in his ‘‘Fatawa " and it is named 
“Munir al-Ayn fi hukm taqbil al-Ibhamayn’’. He says therein: 
“It has been narrated from al-Khidr (peace be upon him) 
that he said:. If anyone hears the muaddhin (one who calls 
to prayer) say: | bear witness that Muhammad is Allah's 
Messenger, and in response to him he says: Welcome to my 
friend and coolness of my eyes, Muhammad ibn ‘Abdallah 

. (peace be upon him) and he kisses both of his thumbs, and 
puts them on his bothe eyes, he will never suffer from sore 
of eyes,” 148 

‘Another Bareilawi writes: “If anyone kisses his both 
thumbs when he hears the name of the Messenger of Allah 
(peace be upon him) during adhan (call to prayer), and puts 
them up on his eyes, he will achieve both religious and 
worldly benefits and will be rewarded for it. The companions 
and the Muslims in general have practised it. The Prophet 
(peace be upon him) is reported as saying: If anyone hears 
my name during adhan and parts both of his thumbsupon him 


TE 


148. Munir al-‘Ayn, included in: al-Fatawa al-Ridwiyya, 
p. 383. . 
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eyes, | shall seek him in the rows of the people on the day 
of resurrection, and lead him to paradise.” 

Look at these people and their courage to forgery 
- and lying upon the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) 
who said: !f anyone lies upon me intentionally, he should 
make his abode in hell-tire.’*" 

They have reported the first version from “‘al-Maqasid 
al-Hasana “ by al-Sakhawi, and al-Sakhawi himself has 
written about this tradition in his book before narrating 
it: Similarly Abu‘l-Abbas Ahmad b. Abi Bakr al-Raddad 
al-Mutasawwif has quoted it in his work ‘‘Mujibat al-Rahma 
wa ‘Aza‘im al-Maghfira.” 

With a chain of narrators which contain. obscure 
narrators and tink connecting al-Khidr is missing. 

Even after all this criticism on this tradition it is 
permissible. to argue on its basis and despite the existence of 
the name of al-Khidr therein and what has been said about 
him ?.The second version has no trace of it.. | do not know 
from where he has brought it. They hold this view despite 
the scholars’ criticism of such traditions: “The traditions 
narrated about the kissing of fingers and placing them on the 
eyes after hearing his (the Prophet's) name from the 
mu’adhdhin: contained in the words | bear witness that 


Muhammad is Allah’s Messenger, are all spurious," 192, 
Al-Sakhawi himself has said after stating permissibi- 
lity of acting upon the weak traditions about merits, ex-, 
hortation and fightening: “As regards a spurious traditon 
it is not permissible to act upon it in any ciféumstance.’’ 53 


149. Ja‘al-Haqq, p. 394. 

150. Muslim transmitted it. 

151. Al-Sakhawi, al-Maqasid al-Hasana. 
152. Al-Suyuti, Taisir al{al-Maqal. 
153. Al-Qawl al-Badi, p. 196. 
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. Al-Sakhawi, al-Suyuti, Ali al-Qari, Muhammad Tahir 
Patni, al-Shawkani, and others have stated that all such 
traditions have not been established as genuine. Despite 
all this, the Bareilawi says: ‘“‘He who denies the kissing of 
both thumbs rejects the consensus of the community, and 
‘follows the way other than that of the believers for which 
Allah has given a sever warning: - 


(Vio — * lund ) Vpaao ch le 5 pune alors 


“And land him in hell—what an evil refuge’!55 (iy : 115) 

Among the lies of these people and their unending 
innovations—for their innovations are unfounded, and Allah 
has not sent any authority in their support, and there is no 
evidence from the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) 
to justify them — is their statement: “The following suppli- 
cation should be written and be placed on the breast of the 


deceased: dS uly 2Y sory aL ay 
cdot ty ellett at aUIy! ally 
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There is no god but Allah alone and there is no partner 
with Him. There is no god but Allah, the dominion and praise 
be to Him, There is no god but Allah, and there is no power 


and no might except for Allah, the most High, and the most 


154. Patini, Tadhkirat al-Mawdu‘at, p. 36; al-Qari, al 
Mawdu’‘at, p. 75; al-Shawkani, al-Fawa’id al-Majmua, 
pp. 19-20, 

155. Munir al-‘Ayn, included in al-Fatawa al-Ridwiyya, 
Vol. H, p. 488. 
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great. Or one should write; In the name of Allah, the com- 
passionate, the Merciful. 156 He then says: “If anyone writes 

_ this supplication and puts: it i in a piece of cloth between the 

_ breast of the deceased and his shroud, he will not suffer from: 
the torment of the grave, and -he will not see the two angels 
in the grave, Munkar and Nakir. W167 

He also said: “If anyone writes”Ahd Nama"‘(a treatise 
containing covenant and supplications) on ‘the forehead or 
turban or shroud of the dead, it is hoped that Allah will 
forgive the dead. A man bequeathed that (In the name of 
Allah, the Compassionate, the Merciful) should be written on 
his forehead and chest, and it was done so. Then he was 
seen in the vision and on being asked about himself he said: 
When 1 was placed in the grave, the angels of punishment 
came, and when they saw .it written on my forehead, they 
paid: You have been saved from the punishment of Allah. 188 

Another Bareilawi has written: “This “And Nama” 
should be written (on the forehead of the dead), so that the 
dead may remember the answer to the question of |[Munkar 
and Nakir, for when they ask him, he will read this document 
and answer them.” 

Their. characteristic features which distinguish them 
from others and even from the Hanafis, are that they adhere 
to the innovations and insist on them, and abuse them who 
abandon them and criticlee them and nickname them as 
the Wahhabis. : 

There is no wonder that the adherents of the Qur’an: 
and the Sunna are criticised and hated by the adherents of. 


_ 157. Al-Bareillawi, al-Harf al-Hasan fil-Kitabat alal Kafan 
included in:al-Fatawa al-Ridwiyya, Vol. IV, p. 127. 

158. Ibid., p. 129. 

159. Ja’al Haqq, p. 340. 
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the absurdities, people of innovations, followers of low 
passions and desires and those who have strayed from. the 
straight path. ; 

Among their distinctive features and teachings which 
they have strictly imposed on their followers is the making 
of supplication after funeral prayer, thus opposing the Qur‘an 
the Sunna, and the Hanafi Fiqh too. The Bareilawi says: 
“He who prohibits from making supplication after funeral 
prayer, he clearly | opposes the Hanafi Fiqh, but the Nags are 
ignorant people.” ! 

As regards prohibition after funeral prayer as occurs in 
the Hanafi Figh, the Bareilawi says about it: What is meant 
by it (prohibition) is perpetuity. He then argues on the basis 
of a couplet for criticising the opponents. He says: By standing 
for supplication is meant perpetuity, as we have already 
mentioned in the first Fatawa (verdict). A poet says: 


. OS yJty Been gh os PH 


If disgrace is intended for an ass, he does not remain standing 
except the ass of Najd and Watad. Explaining this couplet 
the Bareilawi says: It does not mean that when disgrace is 
designed the donkey of Najd remains standing and never 
sits, while the donkey of other places sits. It means thatthe 
donkey of Najd continuously remains standing and tolerates 
disgrace and is pleased with it. 1 

They hold this view despite the fact that Shams al- 
A’imma al-Halwani al-Hanafi and al-Qadi al-Saghadi al-Hanafi 
have clearly said: A man should not remain standing for 


160. Badhl al-Jawa‘iz ‘ala‘l-dua‘i bada salat al-Jana‘ iz, 
included in: al-Fatawa al-Ridwiyya, Vol. IV, pp. 25- 26. 
161. Al-Fatawa al- -Ridwiyya, Vol. IV, p. 26. 
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supplication after funeral prayer. 82 Al-Tahir al-Bukhari 
al-Hanafi says: “One should not stand for supplication while 
reciting the Qur’an for the dead after funeral prayer as well 
as before it.°163 Ibn Nujaim, who is called the second Abu 
Hanifa, says: “!n funeral prayer one should not supplicate 
after pronouncing salutation.’* 164 Ali al-Qari al-Hanafi 
says: “One should not supplicate for the dead after funeral 
prayer, for it resembles something additional to the funeral. 
prayer." 165 Muhammad Ibn Shihab al-Hanafi says: “One 
should not stand for supplication after funeral prayer," 166 

_ This is what has been written in the Hanafi Fiqh. This 
is what the Hanafi jurists have said, and that is what the 


Bareilawis say who claim to be the Hanafis. The Hanafi 
Fiqh disgraces and deserts them. 


Lastly, we complete this chapter by making mention 
of another evil which they have innovated and made it 
essential of their cult. They have written treatises and 
monographs to justify it. This evil is to pronounce adhan 
(call to prayer) at the grave not known to the companions 
of Muhammad (peace be upon him), and to those who 
followed them in all good deeds and adopted their way. The 
Bareilawi says: “The Muslims pronounce adhan at the grave 
to repel the evil, to remove bewilderment, to attain satis- 
faction and for the descending of blessings."” 167 Another 
Bareilawi says: ‘’To pronounce adhan at the grave iscommen- 
dable, for the deceased is benefitted by it.” '©8 


162. Qunya, Vol. I, p. 56. 

163. Khulasat al-Fatawa, Vol. 1, p. 225. 
164. Al-Bahr al-Ra‘iq, Vol.!!, p. 183. 

165. Mirqat, Vol. 11, p. 219. 

166. - Al-Fatawa al-Bazzaziya, Vol. 1, p. 83. 
167. Al-Fatawa al-Ridwiyya, Vol.1V. p. 54. 
168. Ja‘al-Haqq, Vol, I, p. 315. 
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But the Hanafi jurists in general have expressly prohibi- 
ted it. lbn al-Humam says: “The rites performed at the 
grave not established by the Sunna are disapproved. The 
practice that has come down from the Prophet (peace be 
upon him) is to visit the grave and making supplication stand- 
ing near it as he used to do when he went cut to Baqi, He: 
would say: Peace be upon you, the abode of the believing 
people, wl 

Al-Shami said: ‘To confine oneself to the practices 
that have occurred in the Sunna of the Prophet refers to the 
fact that it is no Sunna to call adhan at the time of placing 
the dead in the grave, as it has become a usual! practice in 
these days. tbn Hajr has expressly said in his Fatawa that it 
is an innovation (bid- ah)!? In “Daur al-Bihar’’ are recorded 
the innovations that have gained currency in India, and one 
of them is to call adhan at the grave after the burial of the 
dead.!71 Mahmud al-Balakhi says; “To call adhan at the 
grave is nothing.” 

These are the teachings of the Snieilgwin in clear con- 
travention of the teachings of the Qur’an and the Sunna and 
the teachings of the Hanafis, too. We have recorded them and 


quoted therh from the original works of these people them- 


selves alongwith the reference of volumes and pages. 

We pray Allah that He may grant us adherence to His 
Book and the Sunna of His Prophet (peace be upon him), 
and help us in abstaining from the innovations, absurdities, 
and non-sense practices and doctrines. 


SESS 


169. Fath al-Qadir, Vol. II, p. 22. 
170. Radd al-Muhtar, Vol. |, p. 659. 
171. Quoted from Ja‘al-Haqa, p. 318. 
172. Ibid., p. 318. 


yf 


216 


CHAPTER—IV 


Bareilawiyyat and the Excommunication of the Muslims 
Declaring them unbelievers (Kafir). 


We have made a covenant with ourselves that we shall 
not be severe in our assertion and decision about this sect, 
for we have written this book only to describe their doctrines 
in their own tongue with an honesty of scholarship. It is 
their beliefs that would make a decision for them and their 
own statements would give evidence to their stand, viewpoint 
and cult. nies . 

In this chapter, we shall endeavour, in particular, 
that we may not be overpowered by our emotions and let 
loose our pen ta write freely as it pleases and reviles of these 
people. They. have not only called names, but also excom- 
municated the eminent Muslims, their leaders, doctors of 
law and Hadith, and leaders of reformation and revivers of 
the call of the early Muslims to follow the straight path 
according to the teachings of the Qur‘an and the Sunna. 

Again, the reactions and emotions do not change the 
course of history nor the events. Severity, declaring Muslims 
profligate and infidel, and their disgrace and criticism are 
futile. They cannot make right wrong and vice versa. A 
believer is not indulged in cursing and abusing others. It is 
admitted that reaction is a necessary connection of humane- 


‘ness. A man is injured and grieved by criticism and curse. 


He rejoices by his praise and good words. Despite all this, 
we shall control our emotions, and honestly report the 
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beliefs of the Bareilawis and the Muslim community and 
their leaders. 

These people have confined Islam to the sect which 
holds fast to their innovations in religion, and recognises 
their leaders and eminent figures, and harbours bélief in 
Allah that He is suspended and retired, having no power 
over anything. He has deligated all His powers to the men 
in charge, people belonging to the sufi orders, and His ser- 
vants. They consider them the righteous people. They are 
the men of absolute authority and divine powers. Allah, the 
Exalted, Himself comes down from His Throne to pay visit 
to them; the Ka’ba goes round them; the angels are their 
gate-keepers, the heaven is folded in their right hand and 
the earth is held in their left hand; the sky is clouded by 
their commands, and the sustenances are disbursed by their 
beckon. They are the masters of life and death, resurrection 
and gathering, and they have the power to give life to the 
dead, and to hear the speech of. the inmates of the graves, 
* to give aid to thé suppressed. to redress the grievances of the 
sufferers, to help the seekers of help and aggrieved — — we 
seek refuge in Allah from this nonsense and absurd pellets, 
as discussed before. 

In their opinion, every Muslim is iscuied to befool 
his sound opinion, to petrify his reason, veil his heart, to 

-hold the same opinion, and to harbour the same ‘belief, 
otherwise he will.come out of the fold of Islam, indeed from 
the Bareilawi Islam in the correct sense of the term. 

The Ahd 4l-Hadith (the adherentes of Hadith): are 
unbelievers and impious, having departed from the religion 
because of their belief in the adherence to the Qur'an which 
Allah has sent down to the Chief of the mankind for their 
guidance, and a mercy for the believers, and in the adherence 
to the Sunna of the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him), 

‘whom Allah has sent to mankind with guidance and true 
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religion to make it dominant over all religions, even if the 
' polytheists dislike it. By their adherence to these two things 
they went astray and led others astray, for they did not 
include in them the obedience to Ahmad Rida al- Bareilawi, 
his followers, and his agents, following the tradition of the 
Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him). 


a ou y Qsae 9 rma] wlss 
“| have left two things among you, and you never go astray 


as long as you adhere to them: the Book of Allah, and the 
Sunna of His Messenger.” ; 

The Ahl al-Hadith have asserted that Allah has not 
commanded in His Book to obey anyone except obedience 
to Himself and obedience to His Messenger (peace be upon 
him) in a large number of the verses. We quote here only 


tree gem yd pSLA gu pllg OL sab! y 

“And obey Allah and the Messenger, that ye may: 
obtain mercy.” 

PRews pil s antl gtes Vy Olouys aL garb 


“O ye who believe! Obey Allah and His Messenger, 
and turn not away from him when ye hear (him speak).""3 


J JI g2ebl y ON grb I peol Qa dtt tal 
“O ye who believe! Obey Allah and obey the 
Messenger.’ 
i 
Mishkat al-Masabih. 
Qur‘an Il: 132, 


Qur’an VII: 20. 
Qur’an IV: 59, 
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He mentioned in the Qur'an neither Ahmad Rida nor 
any other person, nor did He make to have belief in him 
(Ahmad Rida) obligatory upon the Muslims. 

How should they not be communicated, for they 
invite to. the Book.of Allah, and the Sunna of the Messenger 
of Allah? The Qur‘an does not comprehend their beliefs 
nor does the Sunna agree with them. 

The followers of Muhammad ibn ‘Abd al-Wahhab are 
unbelievers and impious, for they have rejected their inno- 
vations, heresies, and absurdities, and for their belief in the 
divinity of the Lord of the great Throne and in the leader- 
ship of the Chief of the Messengers. 

The Deobandis are apostates, departed from the 
religion and excluded from the fold of Islam, for they did 
not believe in the stories forged by them, fables got up by 
them and the absurd practices which they have made their 
religion and cult. 

The Nadawis are defiled and polytheists, for they did 
not swear allegiance to the Bareilawi, and did not believe in 
his leadership. They did not talk of what they talked and got 
up the cock and bull storiés. Why do they not depart from 
the religion, as they have made the Hanafi Fiqh the arbiter 
between themselves and these people, despite their claim of 
being the Hanafis, whereas the Hanafi Fiqh opposes them? 

The poets of reformation in the Indo-Pakistan sub- 
continent, its writers, men of letters and missionariés have 
gone astray and have led others astray, because by their 
call to Muslims to mend themselves they are moving them 
away from’ the ancient practices, old customs, the rites of 
the ignorant days, and idolatrous thoughts of the Hindus, 
like the worship of idols, graves, bowing before the thresholds 
and gates of the shrines, and fear of the tree, stone, shade, 
the male and the female cat, and other non-sense practices. 

The leaders of education are profligates and heretics, 
for they are removing the darkness of ignorance by their 
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education to the Islamic community. They are spreading 
the light of knowledge among the people who inherited the 
worship of the saints believing in their authority and nearness 
to Allah through them and Intercession for the creatures. 

The politicians snd the liberators of the Muslim 
community from the shackles of Imperialism are unbelievers 
and accursed for they intend to liberate not only the land 
of the Indo-Pakistan sub-continent from the claws of the 
tyrant British people, and to break the chains of the sub- 
jugated and the oppressed, but they intended also to liberate 
them from the confinement of the exploiters, luxurious and 
tyrants in the name of religion. : 

Those who raised the standard of Jihad in the way of 
Allah are rebellious and revolters, worthy of being killed, 
for they inspire the spirit of Jinad in the weak ‘and the 
poor. They take them out of their hospices, turn them away 
from the smaller Jihad to greater one, and exhort them to 
spend in the way of Allah to purchase weapons and steads 
of war instead of spending riches on the birth-day anniver- 
saries, holding death anniversaries and religious fairs at 
the shrines. 

The inviters to the Islamic rule, the prophetic caliphate 
and the emirate governed by the Sharia are heretics, for they 
direct the people to the Islamic state other than the state 
which they have established in their apartments, the caliphate 
which they have divided among themselves in their monas- 
teries and the emirate which they have founded in their 
hospices. 

All these people are profligates, impious, unbelievers, 
apostates, departed from the religion, and deviated from the 
faith, for they reject the Bareilawi and his upholders,; and 
they do not have his beliefs and doctrines. 

No person who performed these works or believed a3 
we stated earlier, whether he belonged to the sub-continens 
or outside it, and whether he was from the later or the earlie 
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generation of the Muslims, was saved from the Bareilawis. | 
do not think that any sect or faction attributed to Islam 
extended excommunication to such extremes as the Bareilawis 
have done. They declared unbeliever everyone who differed 
with them in a minor or major point, in a belief or in an 
opinion. They excommunicated even one who did not agree 


with them on their excommunication of some particular — 


persons, though he did not differ with them in thejr doctrines, 
for disagreement was not allowed in their methods, let alone 
difference of opinion with them. It is well-known that 
disagreement is much lighter than opposition and difference 
of opinion. They excommunicated many people who agreed 
with them on their common doctrines and specific beliefs, 
but they did not put their signature on the documents 
declaring therein their opponents, unbelievers and apostates. 
They did not agree with them on their express excommuni- 
cation. To put it more correctly, they did not utter the same 
words as they had said about those particular persons, 
although they. agreed with them that these persons were 
opposed to their thoughts and doctrines. They said: He 
who hesitated and passed in excommunicating one whom 
we excommunicated or became doubtful about his blas- 
phemy, he became unbeliever. An eminent Hanafi scholar, 
‘Abd al-Bari of Lucknow, agreed with them on numerous 
points and he was their supporter and advocate of their 
dogmas: But the Bareilawi himself expressly excommuni- 
cated him, for the reason that he had hesitated in expressly 
declaring’ unbeliever some Hanafi scholars who opposed 
him and the Bareilawis in a certain opinion. 

The Bareilawi said : “His unbelief is express and 
obvious.” He then mentioned numerous other fatawa after 
his fatwa (legal opinion) hovering around the excommuni- 
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cation of Shaikh ‘Abd al-Bari. His son has collected all his 
fatawa in an independent book named “‘al-Tari al-Dari li 
hafawat ‘Abd al-Bari”. He and his followers often state after 
excommunication of a Muslim: He who is doubtful about 
his unbelief and undoubtedly rejects faith, i.e. is unbeliever. 

This has been witnessed by ‘Abd al-Hayy Lucknawi, 
father of Abu‘l-Hasan Ali al-Nadawi, the illustrious author on 
Islam. He says in his work while describing the account of 
the life of Ahmad Rida al-Bareilawi: He was harsh in the legal 
and theological questions, sweeping and hastening in excom- 
munication of Muslims. He raised the standard of excom- 
munication of Muslims and schism among them in India in 
recent times. He played a prominent role and became the. 
leader of this sect who support him, ascribe themselves to 
him and argue on the basis of his statements. He did not 
allow any leniency and magnanimity in the interpretation of 
the unbelief of one who did not agree with him on his 
belief and findings; or of one whom he found deviating 
from his way and the way of his forefathers. He was severe 
in opposition, perpetually pursuing every reformation 
movement. 

A convention of Madrasa Faid ‘Amm was held in 1311 
A.H. in Kanpur, attended by most of the eminent stholars. 
This was the convention in which the foundation of Nadwat 
al-Ulama was laid. The great objects of this convention were 
the unity of Muslims, reformation of dissension among the 
scholars of various sects and reformation of the religious 
education. Mufti Ahmad Rida, whose biography is under 
discussion, also attended this convention. But he went out of 
it and put up an opposition to fight this association. He 
issued a leaflet called ‘‘al-Tuhfat al-Hanafiyya li muaradat 
Nadwat al-Ulama”. 


8. A detailed discussion will follow. 
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He produced about a hundred treatises and books in 


its refutation. He took the fatawa (legal verdicts) and sig- 
natures of the scholars of different places of India about the 
excommunication of the scholars of Nadwa and recorded 
them all in a book called “‘Iijam al-Sina li ah! al-Fitna”. 
He got them verified by the scholars of Mecca and Medina, 
and published them in a collection named “Fatawa al- 
Hasanain bi rajf Nadwat al-Main” in 1317 A.H. 

He then turned his attention to excommunicate the 
Ulema of Deoband, like Muhammad Qasim Nanautawi, 
Rashid Ahmad Gangohi, Khalil Ahmad Saharanpuri, Ashraf 
Ali Thanawi, and those who supported them. He attributed 
to them the beliefs of which they were innocent. He ex- 
pressly declared them unbelievers (Kafir) and got it attested 
by the scholars of Mecca and Medina who were.not aware of 
the reality. He published them in a collection called, “Husam 
al-Hasanain‘ala manhar ahl al-Kufr wal-main’”.: Therein. he 
says : If anyone is doubtful about their blasphemy and 


punishment, he is an unbeliever. He remained engagedin this - 


refutation, finding faults, fighting and opposition. He showed 
no leniency and weakness in his stand so much so that 
excommunication of the people became his business which 
kept him engaged all the time. All this resulted in clashes, 
litigations, commotions and disturbances. 

He was not alone in the style adopted by him, but 
everyone of his sect followed in his footsteps. They excom- 
municated the whole world and expelled the Muslims from 


the fold of Islam, while setting crosslegs on their seats and 
thrones of honour. The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon. 


him) and his followers admitted the unbelievers to Islam 
suffered the miseries and pains, and removed the obstacles 
that came in the way of his mission. But these people are 


9. Nuzhat al-Khawatir, vol.VIII, p.39. 
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expelling the Muslim community from the fold of Islam. 
They declared Ah! al-Hadith unbelievers without any unlaw- 
ful act or sin they have perpetrated, except that they have 
taken a stand which they considered in conformity with the 
Qur’an and the Sunna. They invited all the Muslims to 
throw away the dissensions by reversion to the Book of 
‘Allah and the Surina of His Messenger (may peace be upon 
him) according to the direction of Allah. 


Jetty cbt tt oso ie (yd puss ou 
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“If ye differ in anything among 4 yourssives refer it to Allah 
and His Apostle, if you believe in Allah and the last day.’"10 

The Ahl al-Hadith said: Allah has not made obligatory 
anything for the people of Muhammad (peace be upon him) 
except His obedience and the obedience to His Prophet 
(peace be upon him). As regards adherence to other things 
besides them there is no clear precept either in the Qur’an 
or in the Sunna, except things that are in conformity with 
these bases. The Prophet (peace be upon him) has said 


about 7 
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a | have left two things among you: the Book of Allah and my - 
Sunna; You will not stray as om as you hold fast to- 
them. “lt 

As regards the things that have come down to us from 
the later scholars and saints, we should see if they have some: 
bases: otherwise they will be struck to the ground. 

They have put up an opposition to the innovations and 


nr TS 


10. Qur'an IV: 59. 
11. Mishkat al-Masabih. 
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absurdities that have permeated the Muslims from the 
idolators and Hindus in the name of Islam. They assert that 
the religion of Islam has been completed during the life time 
of the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) according to 
the witness of Allah: 


Pride cuoosl 9 pSiyd pSIcleS! o5J! 
© Lyd pled! pSI cond yy rons 
“This day have | perfected your religion for you, completed 


my favourupon you, and have chosen for you Islam as your 
religion.” 


So anything innovated in Islam and is not supported 
by any verse of the Qur‘an or command of Aliah’s Messenger 
(peace be upon him), it is rejected. The Prophet said: 
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If anyone introduces any novel thing in this religion of ours, 
it is rejected. 
He also said : 
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The best discourse is Allah’s Book; the best conduct is the 
conduct of Muhammad (peace be upon him); the worst of. 
the matters are novel things in religion, and every novelty is 


an innovation, and every innovation is straying from the 
straight path; and every straying leads to the hell- -fire!3 
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12. Qur'an V: 3. 
.13. Mishkat al-Masabih. 
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Had it been a part of religion or something commend- 
able, Allah would not have omitted its mention in the Qur‘an 
and His Messenger (peace be upon him) its explanation. Its 
non-existence in the Qur’an and the Sunna indicates that it 
has nothing to do with religion. Had it been a part of religion, 
and their mention has not been made in both these sources, 
the religion would not have been perfect. 

These people have seen and felt that holding fairs 
at the tombs, celebrating death anniversaries of the saints, 
their sports and dance at the beat of drums, and their gather- 
ings for recitation of odes and songs with music and trumpet 
which they have given a religious colour are gone. They also 
believe that their shops which they have opened in the name 
of hospices and providing aid to the oppressed and fate- 
stricken healing the patients, granting children, distributing 
the amulets have been suspended. They think that the ways 
to earning have been closed and their position as sages and. 
saints has flagged, and the gifts received by them as sooth- 
sayers are gone. Hence, they whole- -heartedly engaged in 
their adversaries, the Ah| al-Hadith, who wish to liberate the 
people form the iron collars they have put on them, and to 
release them from their machinations and their networks 
which they have spread for hunting them since generations. 
Therefore, they excommunicated them, and declared their 
personages, scholars, preachers, the inviters to the Qur’an 
and the Sunna, and to the truth and guidance. At their head 
was their leader and warrior, the champion and eminent 
scholar and the martyr, Shah Ismail, the grandson of Shah 
Wali Allah al-Dihlawi, who raised the standard of Jihad 
against the British colonialism and the Sikhs who captured 
the Muslim territory, spread unbelief in it and declared 
lawful to shed the blood of the Muslims. 

' He raised the standard of Islam to establish the Islamic 
state in a part of the Indian soil to implement the Islamic 
Shari‘a in toto. He was the renovator of the true islamic 
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call and the reviver of the straight way followed by the early | 
generation | of the Muslims. Its voice was suppressed since. 
centuries and was lost under the heaps of innovations and 
myriads of absurdities and was totally changed by the later 
evil ways. Consequently, the graves were worshipped,. and 
people prostrated themselves towards them and on them, 
and the mosques were ruined from the right guidance and the 
guides, and vacated from the worshippers and the explorers. 
The hospices were inhabited and flourished, while the people 
abandoned worshipping Allah alone. The commandments 
of Allah were suspended and the divine Sharia-was.thrown 
back. The Sunna of the Messenger of Allah was dominated 
by the sayings of the men of religion and acts of the ignorant 
mystics. The people bought misguidance and straying for 
guidance tu the straight way, and adopted darkness instead 
of light. Therefore, he stood up and battled with his pen, 
tongue, hand and sword. He took out Allah’s Book and began 
to teach and explain it. He invited the people to guidance 
and to adhere to its teachings after it had “been hidden 
in the ‘silky covers and was designed for getting blessing, 
kissing and taking oaths. He produced his famous book 
“Taqwiyyat al-Iman” in the light of the Qur’an. In this book 
he has invited the people to worship Allah alone, and to the 
pure divine unity, to abstain from polytheism and seeking 
help from saints and the inmates of the graves, besides Allah. 
He prohibited the people from calling upon others besides 
Aliah, and swearing by Him alone. He invited them to the 
Book of Allah, to the one who explained this Book 
Muhammad, the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him), 
and to throw away the conformity of the forefathers, and 
religious stagnance. He also invited to the battlefield to lift 
the word of Allah, to raise His standard, and to establish 
the Islamic state goverhed by the Book of Allah and the 
-Sunna of Muhammad “(pace be upon him). He and his dis- 
ciples and followers § set out to ‘the battlefield of Jihad. He 
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and his followers fought in the way of Allah exposing them- 
selves to the lances and swords during the day. Alongside of 
it, they imparted religious education by teaching the divine 
Book and the Ahadith of the Messenger of Allah (peace be 
upon him) during the night. When the night fell, they: were 
engaged in prayer keeping away. from their beds in the dead 
of night. When the dawn broke, they would fight in the way 
of Allah, killing and being killed. They remained standing 
in prayer by night and fasting by day. The following Qur’anic 
verse was applicable to them : .* 
“Allah has purchased of the believers their persons and their 
goods; for their (in return) is the garden (of Paradise): 
They fight in His cause, and slay and: are slain. A promise 
binding on Him in truth, through the Law, the Gospel, and 
the Qur'an: And who is more faithful to his covenant than 
Allah? Then rejoice in the bargain which ye have concluded: 
That is the achievement supreme”! 

_ After him they excommunicated'Shaikh Nadhir Husain 
Dihlawi, an eminent scholar and the head of the victorious 
group.. He came from the descendants of the Messenger of 
Aftah and raised the standard of Sunna in the Indo-Pakistan 
sub-continent. He removed the clouds of ignorance and stray- 
ing from the straight path and enlightened it with the light 
of the Qur’an and the Sunna. But they created hurdles in 
the way of his call and Jihad. He succeeded Shah Wali Allah 
Dihlawi and purified and cultured his teachings. He renewed 
the fondness of the Indian Muslims for the Qur‘an and the 
Sunna, after they had neglected them. He revived the ad- 
herence to Hadith after it had been abandoned since long. 
His disciples struggled for spreading Hadith in the four 
corners of this subcontinent. His fame spread widely. The 
whole world smelt with the fragrance of the Sunna of the 


15. Qur’an 1X: UN. 
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Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him). Syed Rashid Rida, 
an eminent scholar of Egypt, has said: ‘Had our brothers, 
the scholars of India, not taken care of the learnings: of 


Hadith in this age, it would have declined in the eastern: 


countries.” '§ He further says; “The stagnant .conformists 
do not see any use of these books except getting blessing 
from them and invoking blessing on the Prophet (peace be’ 
upon him) when his name-as well as their names are 
mentioned.” 

The Bareilawi and his followers declared these two 
eminent leaders Kafir (unbeliver). Their adherents excom- 
municated the Ahi al-Hadith, who followed the practice of 
the early generation of the Muslims. They declared specially 
the former of these two Imams, Ismail Shahid Dihlawi Kafir 
(unbeliever). He abused and censured him as much as he 
could do it. He produced a monograph exclusively devoted 
to establish his unbelief according to his presumption. He 

named it “al-Kaukabat al-Shihabiyya ‘ala Kufriyat Abil- 
Wabhabiyya.” He says in his broken Arabic: O rejected and 
profligate hypocrites, your leader presumes that the praise’ 
of the Messenger is like the praise of each other among 
you, rather less than it in your conjecture. The hatred has 
come.out of your mouths; what your breasts conceal is far 
greater. Allah will take out your malice. Satan has over- 
powerell you and made you forget the remembrance of 
Allah and the exaltation of the Messenger. The Qur’an has 
-spoken of your retreat. The latter fa’ of yours has increased 
the dots of the word shaitan for him, and the latter qaf of 
yours has increased the roundness of the circle of the letter 


16. Miftah Kunuz alSunna, Introduction by Sayyid 
Rashid Rida, p., Q. 
.17. (bid. 
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nun of the word shaitan. He showed you the strength of faith 
(name of Ismail Shahid’s book),T aqwiyyat al-iman,” in the 
loss of your faith. 
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Allah will not leave the believers in the state in which ye 
are now, until He separates what is evil from what is good. 
(111: 179). Allah is not unmindful of your unbelief. '8 

Replying to a question of an inquirer, he says: The 
Wahhabis do not follow any Imam. Their Imam is one who 
has mentioned his sure unbelief in many ways. According to 
the clear pronouncements of the Muslim jurists (Allah have 
mercy upon them) the command of unbelief is applicable to 
them. The credo of Islam neither benefits them nor removes 
unbelief from them....... They and their Imam have 
conferred their explicit unbelief in his work “Taqwiyyat 
al-Iman” which they consider like the Quran. 

He has quoted a passage from “'Tanwir al-Ainain,’’the 
work of Ismail Shahid Dihlawi: “Would that | know how the 
conformity to a definite person is lawful, when one is abie to- 
refer to the traditions reported from the Prophet (peace be 
upon him) which clearly indicate an injunction opposed to 
the opinion of the Imam. If a. person does not abandon the 
opinion of his imam, and his belief in the adherence to a 
definite person whereby he holds fast to his opinion even if 
the evidences from the Qur’an and the Sunna run counter to 


it’. He then says: This is one of his disbelief. That is why it 
is disbelief.20 


18. Ahmad Rida, al-Kawkabat al-Shihabiyya fi kufriyat 
Abil Abil Wahhabiyya, Lahore, p. 78. 

19. Ibid, p. 10 

20. Ibid, p. 49. 
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He excommunicated tsmail Shahid Dihlawi, for he’ 
thinks that conformity to an individual is not lawful when 
one is able to refer to the traditions of the Prophet (peace be 
upon him) which are opposed to the opinion of the Imam, 
and that the abandonment of the Sunna is not lawful vis-a-vis 
the opinion of a person. This is unbelief in the eyes of the 
Bareilawi. If this is unbelief, then we do not know what 
tstam. is. 

‘ _ Curtously enough, the call to the divine Book and the 
Sunna of His Messenger is unbelief, while the call to things. 
besides.them i is Islam.. 

. He who is going to weep should weep upon Islam. . 

For these reasons that are seventy in number, the 
Bareilawi has excommunicated Ismail Shahid, the Imam, 
Mujahid, the Reviver of the Sunna, and the eliminator of the 
innovations. At the end of his treatise he say: According to 
the Islamic law, it is essential to excommunicate him and 
excommunicate his adherents, the Wahhabis, for they are 
attributed to Muhammad b. al-Wahhab al-Najdi. He was their 
first teacher and he first produced his book on Tawhid. 
“Taqwiyyat al-Iman’’ is nothing but its translation in Urdu. 

-Their Imam was the Shaikh of Najd. Ismail Dihtawi_ 
embarrassed his cult and translated his work under the name 
of “Taqwiyyat al-Iman”. In reality it is the damage and loss 
of faith. Considering their attribution to their first teacher, 
they are Wahhabis, and considering their second teacher 
they are Ismailis. It is proved that all these Wahhabis and 
(smailis: and their Imam are surely unbelievers for many 
reasons; all of them are renegades, indeed unbelievers. 21 
He further said: Ismail Dihlawi was a pure unbeliever. 

Once he was asked: How should one have belief about 
Ismail Dihlawi.? He replied: | believe that he was like Yazid. 


21. tbid., p. 60. 
. 22. Daman Bagh, p. 134. 
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If anyone excommunicates him, he will not be prohibited 
from excommunicating him.23 He has abused him as much as! 
he could. in one of his workshe says: The Messenger of 
Allah (peace be upon him) had the knowledge of the past 
and of the future. This is what the masters of our religion 
believe. No one differs from it except that rebellious and 
transgressor and the servant of accursed Devil, that is, Ismail 
Dihlawi. 

He said: He had the ideas of the Jews.25 

As regards his work “Taqwiyyat al-Iman.”, they said: 
It is not the strength of faith, but the loss of faith. 
“Taqwiyyat al-Iman” is the false Qur’an for the religion of the 
Wahhabis”.26 

He further says: “Muhammad (peace be upon him) 
sent the new Qur'an of Dihlawi to the hell-fire”. 

He says: The works of Ismail Dihlawi, like’ Taqwiyyat 
al-lman”, “Tanwir al-Ainain Idah al-Haqq,” and “‘al-Sirat al- 
Mustaqim” are all blasphemous books. They are more impure 
than urine. If anyone does not believe in that then what? 
He is an heretic.28 

He was not content to all that, and did not consider 
sufficient according to his temperament. So he said: “The 
study of "Tacwsiyyet al-Iman’’ is more unlawful than adultery 
and drinking".2 . 

It is well-known that this fury and rage were on 
account of the impact of ‘“Taqwiyyat al-Iman” on the souls of 


SED 


23. Malfuzat Ahmad Rida, vol. !, p.110. 
24. Al-Amn wa'l-ula, p. 112. 

25. Ibid. | 

26. Ibid., p. 72. 

27. Itbid., p. 195. 

28. Daman Bagh, p. 134. 


29. Al-Ataya al-Nabawiyya fil-Fatawa al-Ridwiyya, vol. 
VI.p. 183. 
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‘the people, and exhortation to the belief in the unity of 
‘Allah, and unity of the Lordship, and prohibition from poly- 
theism, for polytheism is a great wrong, and from receiving 
blessing from the graves, and seeking the agency of the dead, 
and asking those who had no power over benefit and harm, 
indeed no power over anything. 

The Bareilawi knew more than his followers that if 
any Muslim reads this small book, which is full of the: 
verses of the Qur’an and the traditions of the Prophet (peace 
be upon him), he will be impressed necessarily, for the 
believers are impressed by the Qur‘an: 


W315 pmr gtd ctes at SS 131 
Lobon! easels, ast Proke ols 
“Believers are those who, when Allah is mentioned, feel a 


tremor in their hearts, and when they hear His signs rehears- 
ed, find their faith strengthened”. 
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“And when they listen to the revelation received by the 
Apostle, thou wilt see their eyes overflowing with tears, for 
they recognise the truth: They prary: O our Lord | We 

believe; write us down among the witnesses,” 

They have no option after they find the command and 
teachings of the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him), for 
the believers know them: 

Ons g Ml! ds ISI be 90 ¥ 3 ged olS Loy 

PP ne BS pt ngSo GI 10! 
30. - Qur’an VIII: 2, 
‘31. Qur’an V: 36, 
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“It is not fitting for a believer, men or women, when a matter 
has been decided by Allah and His Apostle, to have any 
option about their decision.’ 

Also : 


OS mr be say co ge I BELLY Gey 
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“lf anyone contends with the Apostle even after guidance 
has been plainly conveyed to him, and follows a path other 
than that becoming to men of faith, we shall leave him in 
the path he has chosen, and land him in hell, when an evil 
refuge.33 

"They are fullyaware that Allah has commanded them: 
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“So take what the Apostle assigns to you, and deny your- 
selves that which he withholds from you.""24 

The reason is that Ismail Shahid Dihlawi collected in 
his work “Taqwiyyat al-Iman” a selection from the Book of 
Allah and from the traditions of the Messenger of Allah 
(peace be upon him), .and translated them in the language of 
these people for their understanding easily. He thought 
‘that if the people understood the Quran and the Sunna, 
there would remain no business and trade —— a profitable 
trade without any capital. Therefore, it was inevitable for 
him and for his followers to excommunicate that hero and 
champion who designed to eliminate the darkness of poly- 
theism by the light of monotheism and the unseen things of 


—_-_-—_—————— 


32, Qur’an XXXII: 36. 
-33. Qur'an IV: 115. 
34. Qur‘an LIX: 7 
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ignorance by the radiance of the Sunna, and to revile his 
work that was full of the word of Allah and the word of 
His Messenger (peace be upon him). They considered its 
study more unlawful than wine and fornication, for it closed 
to them the doors of fresh earning without making any 
effort. Hence, they excommunicated Ismail Shahid as well as 
his successor the Shaikh of: all, Sayyid Nadhir Husain 
Muhaddith Dihlawi, for he filled Delhi and its suburbs 
with the sayings of the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon 
him). The students started coming to him from all parts of 
India. He became a centre of learning for the students of 
Hadith. His fame spread far and wide, to the Arabs and 
non-Arabs, and the people flew to him from every nook 
and corner, 

An eminent doctor of Hadith Shaikh Hasan b. Muslim 
Ansari (may Allah have mercy upon him) said in a reply to 
a question that was asked about him: To the best of my 


knowledge, belief and finding Maulana Syed Nadhir Husain’ 


Dihlawi, the doctor of Hadith, is a unique scholar of his 
time, the centre of learning and the most eminent of all 
the scholars of the age. There is no parallel to him in India in 
respect of his knowledge, wisdom and piety. He is a guide 
who directs the people to follow the Qur’an and the Sunna, 
and teaches them. Most of the eminent scholars of India 
are his disciples. His belief is in conformity with the belief of 
the Muslims of the early centruies that conformed to the 
Qur’an and the Sunna. 


Ss oe eld, Lo nett! Bog, ody 
The vision of the sun will make you free from seeing the 
Saturn. 

Therefore, leave alone the speech of the envious one 
who blames you, and who is greedy and rejected. The con- 
sequence of his envy returns to him. Allah, the Exalted, 
SayS: abad yo oti PRLSI Lo ote wld yy gaurn, el. 
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Or do they envy mankind for Allah hath given them of His 
bounty? (IV: 54). If anyone reviles this eminent Imam who 
guided the people to the Sunna of the Prophet (peace be 
upon him), he will bear the manifest loss. How beautifully 
a poet has said: 


wot CLAD go te 605! 
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Bewarel', Say to him who envies me. Do you know whom 
have you violated? You have violated Allah in His domain, 
for you are not pleased with that: He has gifed me. 

O Allah, confer on this great Imam and Muhaddith 
honour and greatness, and leave alone his reviler and adver- 
sary, and do not leave any of them surviving. This is what | 
know and realise about Maulana Sayyid Nadhir Husain, may 
Allah make him survive. Allah is the master of secrets. 

We wish to record here that which Shaikh Abd al-Hayy 
al-Hasani (may Allah have: mercy upon him), the father of 
Allama Sayyid Abu‘! Hasan al-Hasani al-Nadawi, has 
written in his book, although the discourse will be a little 
lengthy: All scholars are agreed upon the greatness and 
‘eminence of the great Scholar, Shaikh, Imam and Muhaddith 
Allama Nadhir Husain al-Husaini from Bihar and finally 
from Delhi in knowledge and Hadith. The author adds: He 
studied the textbooks of all sciences especially Fiqh and Usul 
till 1270 A.H. He was much interested in the Hanafi Fiqh. 
Later on he was overpowered by the love of the Qur'an 
and Hadith. He then abandoned his devotion for all sciences 
except the Qur‘an, Sunna, and Fiqh. 

| attended his lectures in the year 1312 A.H. | found 
him expert in the Qur'an and Hadith. He had good belief, 
‘constantly taught the students by day and night, devoted 
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most of his time to prayer, recitation of the Qur'an, humi- 
lity and weeping for fear of Allah. He had grudge against 
his opponents. He had sense of humour and witticism. 
He was submissive, tolerant, courageous and chivalrous. 
He did not fear the blame of any blamer in the matters of. 
Allah (i.e. religion). Allah granted him long age, and bene- 
fitted from his learnings a large number of people from the 
Arabs and non-Arabs. The expertise in Hadith ended on him 
in India. He belonged to the group who were tortured for 
Allah’s sake many times. The people accused him of devia- 
tion from the way of Ahl al-Sunn wa‘l-Jama’a, and for his 
revolt-against the rulers of India.So the British authorities 
arrested him in 1880 or 1881 A.D. They exiled him to 
Rawalpindi in the Punjab. He remained in the prison for 
complete one year. Afterwards they set him free. He 
returned to Dehli and was again engaged as usual in his 
teaching and benefitting the people. He then journeyed 
to Hijaz in 1300 A.H. The people blamed him to be a 
Mu‘tazili and for holding the view that the fat of swine 
was lawful, and that the marriage with the paternal or 
maternal aunt was also lawful and that Zakat was not to be 
levied on commercial goods, and they blamed him of 
holding similar other views. They related this story to the 
governor of Mecca who arrested him, asked him to explain 
his position and confined him for a day and night. He then 
set him free. When he returned to India, the people called 
him a heretic and declared him to be unbeliever (Kafir), 
as in the past they had declared the eminent scholars and 
jurists unbelievers. Allah, the Glorified, take a revenge of 
them for their accusations. The Shaikh was a manifest 
sign and a clear boon from Allah in piety, honesty, 
asceticism, knowledge, deed, contentment, chastity, trust, 
self-sufficiency,truth, speaking exactly, fear of Allah, and 
love for Him and for His Messenger (peace be upon him). 
The people whom Allah has granted a position from know- 
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ledge of the Qur’an and Hadith are agreed to his supremacy 
in that field. 35 

He also said: Sayyid Nadhir Husain was not much 
engaged in the writing of books. If he intended to do so, 
he would occupy himself in Hadith, which was beyond 
the capability of others. He produced a number of treatises. 
The most famous of them are “Mi’yar al-Haqq,” “Waq’at 
al-Fatwa wa Dafi‘at al-Balwa”, “Thubut al-Haqq al-Haqaiq,”’: 
“Risalat al-Wali bi ittiba al- -Nabi”, “Majmuat al-Fatawa’’‘in 
Persian, and a treatise in refutation of: the practice of 
holding gatherings to recite the events of birth of the 
Prophet(peace be upon him) in Arabic. The miscellaneous 
fatawa which he issued throughout the country, are count- 
less. | think that if they are collected, they would constitute 
great volumes. 

His disciples fall into various classes. Some of 
them are famous scholars and critics. Their number is about 
one thousand. In some qualities the next class is near to 
the first class. Some are near to the second class. The 
members of these two classes are thousands. His famous 
disciples in India are as follows: His son Sayyid Sharif 
Husain, who died during his life-time, Shaikh Abdallah 
Ghaznawi and his pious sons Muhammad Abd al-Jabbar, 
Abd al-Wahid and Abdallah. Among them are Shaikh 
Muhammad Bashir Umari Sihiswani, Sayyid Amir Hasan, 
* and his son Amir Ahmad Husaini Sihiswani, Shaikh and 
Doctor of Hadith Abd al-Mannan Wazirabadi, Shaikh 
Muhammad Husain Batalawi, the author of “Isha’at al-Sunna”, 
Allama: Abdallah b. Abd al-Rahim Ghazipuri, Sayyid 
Mustafa b. Yusuf Sharif Hasani Tonki, Sayyid Amir Ali 
b. Mu‘azzam Ali Husaini Malihabadi, Qadi Mulia 
Muhammad b. Qadi Muhammad Hasan Peshawari, Shaikh 
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35. Abd al-Hayy, Nuzhat al-Khawatir, vol. VIII, p. 498. 
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Ghulam Rasul Qal’awi, Shams al-Haqq b. Amir Ali 
Ludhyanawi, the author of “Awan al-Mabud,” Shaikh. 
Abdallah b. Idris Hasani Sanusi Maghribi, Shaikh Muhammad 
b. Nasir b. Mubarak Najdi, Shaikh b. Hamid b. Atiq Najdi, 
and other numerous people. 

The scholars praised him by writing beautiful eulo- 
gies. Shaikh ‘Shams al- -Haqq has written his comprehensive 
biography in the introduction to “Ghayat al-Maqsud.”” 
‘Maulawi Fadl Husain Mahdanawi of Muzaffarpur devoted 
his whole book “al-Hayat bada‘t- Mamaat” to his biography. 
This is a comprehensive work on his life in Urdu. 

1 Passed a few days in his company at Dehli. He 
granted me a general and perfect permission for inarrating 
traditions from him. He wrote the permission with his own 
hand in 1312 A.H. . 

‘He died on Monday on the 10th of Rajab 1320 A.H. 
in Delhi. May Allah have mercy upon him and benefit us 
from his blessings. Amen. 

The glory of the religious seminaries (madaris) of 
Bukhara and Baghdad returned to ‘his seminary(madrasa). 
The adherence to Hadith in the conduct of the Muslims 
became dear to the pious souls in all the: cities of 
India qn account of the influence of that Shaikh and his 
disciples. Hence, the market of these people became 
listless. It became therefore essential for them to rebuke 
this Shaikh, for he corrupted polytheism, deviation from 
the right. path and straying, and annihilated the innova- 
tions, rites and absurdities in religion. So the Bareilawi took 
out a penetrating arrow from his quiver, and shot him with 
it. He said: He is the Imam of the heretics, the mujtahid 
of the non-conformists, the creator of the innovations, 


re 
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and the innovator of the absurd practices,27 Can a man 

like him be content to abuses like these? No, never. He 

cannot be content till he exhausts them. He said in his 

defective Arabic: Nadhiriyya is a sect which is ascribed to - 
Nadhir Husain Dehlawi. He is a demon who withdraws. 
himself after wnleseriin: The devil inspires to such people 

what is deceptive. 8 ; 

He said: It is binding on you to believe that Nadhir 
Husain Dehlawi is an unbeliever and renegade, belonging to 
the class of those persons of whom we have stated that they 
are unbelievers. It is also essential to believe that his work 
“Mi’yar al-Haqq’’ is one of the works of explicit’ unbelief, 
more impure than urine, indeed more vicious than it, and 
worst of all along with other stated works of the 
Wahhabis.29 

The Dihlawis are unbelievers, it is implied that their 
followers, the Salafis Ahl al-Hadith are also unbelievers. 
He said: All the non-conformists are Sabis, pure devils, and 
accursed in the true sense of the word. Taunting them he 
reviled them in a couplet which he had composed himself. 
How it is base and foolish! 


© eg FIONN pS ST 
Solon! oli Qos! 3 


How can you turn to the right guidance, while your hearts 
" are imbued with.the love of {sma’‘il 7 


37. Hajiz al-Bahrain, included in:. al-Fatawa_al-Ridwiyya, 
"- vol. H, p. 210. | ! 

38. Husam al-Haramain ala manhar al-Kufr wa‘l-main,p.19 

39. Daman Bagh Subhan. Subbuh, p. 136. 

40. Ibid., p. 134. . 
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All the Ahl al-Hadith are unbelievers and apostates. a1. 
‘He said: The non-conformists (Ahl al- Hadith) themselves: 
have gone stray and lead others stray,and on the basis of the 
opinion of the jurists are unbelievers and apostates. ‘ 
-He said: The non- rconformists (Ah! al-Hadith) are people 
of innovation, evil desire, and companions of fire. He again 
said: The Ahl al-Hadith are Sabi’is and heretics. Do not eat 
and drink with them, and do not have marriage ties with 
them. If anyone marries their women, his marriage is 
invalid, and it is but pure fornication. 

This is the man who made lawful the eating of the 
wages of the soothsayer, and the food of Magians offered 
on New Year’s day. He wrote it in reply to a question of 
an inquirer who asked: Is it lawful to eat these foods and 
sweets which the Hindus bring to those whom they worship 
besides Allah, and present to them as offerings? He replied: 
It is lawful to eat them, for there is nothing which forbids 
them. He then argued on the basis of the opinion of a 
Muslim jurist who argued that the Magians would offer 
their foods on New Year’s day, and it was lawful to eat 
them.“4 Similarly, he made lawful to eat the oblations that 
were offered to the persons or things besides Allah in 
general. 5 He was not content as usual to their excommuni- . 
cation but reviled them with dirty names. He said: Nad- 
hiriyya (the Nadhiris), may Allah curse them, are all 
accursed and renegades for ever and for ever.46 These 


41. Ibid. pp. 125-126. 

42. Baligh al-Nur, included in: al-Fatawa al-Ridwiyya, 
Vol.,p. 33. - 

43. Al-Fatawa al-Ridwiyya, vol. V, p. 137. - 

44. Ibid., vol. X, p. 6. 

45. Ibid.,vol.X, p.219 

46. Ibid., p. 59 
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abuses were not sufficient in his eyes. So he further said: 
The non-conformists (Ahi al-Hadith) are the dogs of hell. 
The statement of someone that the Rawafid are more 
wicked than them (AhI al-Hadith) is a worng to the Rawafid, 
and degrading the wickedness of Ahi al-Hadith.47 This was 
not sufficient for him. He added: Moreover, the Magians 
are more accursed than the Jews and the Christians: the 
Hindus are more accursed than the Magians; the Wahhabis 
‘are more accursed than the Hindus.“8 He then became 
severe in his statement so much so that he said: If anyone 
offers funeral prayer behind the Ahl al-Hadith, it is not 
lawful to follow him, and his marriage -is void.*" This is 
not the only statement, but he also said: If anyone shakes 
hand with them he commits a grave sin, and a forbidden 
act. If his body touches their body without intention,. then 
repeating the ablution is commendable. °" Then he and his 
followers excommunicated all these: respectable persons, 
saying: The Ahi al-Hadith are the followers of Nadhir 


47. Ibid., vol. VI, p. 90 
48. Ibid.,p.13  ~ 

49. Ibid., p. 121.. 
50. Ibid., vol. |, p. 101. 
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Husain Dihlawi, Amir Ahmad Sihiswani, 91 Amir Hasan 


Sihiswani 


2, Bashir Hasan Qanuji3, Muhammad Bashir 


a 


51. 


52. 


Amir Ahmad: Sihiswani was an eminent scholar of 


- Ahi al-Hadith. Sayyid Abd al-Hayy Hasani has written 


about him: Amir Ahmad son of Amir Hasan Naqawi 
of Sihiswan: was an eminent scholar. He was born in - 


4260 A.H. He received his education from his father, 


and studied grammar, Arabic and Islamic law. He 
learnt the rational sciences from Maulana Qalandar 
Ali Panipati. He then proceeded to Dehli and learnt 
the science of Hadith from Nadhir Husain Dehlawi. 
He was most intelligent, quick-witted and strong in 
memory. He was well-versed in Arabic , lexicography, 
etymology, disagreement of jurists, biographies of the 
narrators of Hadith, and the rest of the learnings of 
Hadith. He had an equal share in logic and philosophy. 
He was self-conceited and self-indulgent. He did not 
consider anyone parallel to him in all the Islamic 
sciences, traditional or rational. He attended the 
assemblies and had discussions and polemics with the 
great scholars and silenced ‘them with arguments. He 
supported the pure Sunna and followed the school 
of Salafiyya. He had courage, chivalry, and long wind 
which made him fall into difficulties. 

His father was one of the learned scholars and from the 
experts of Hadith of his time. 

Shaikh Bashir Hasan was also a disciple of Nadhir 
Husain Dehlawi. He was one of the eminent scholars 
of Ahl al-Hadith in India. 
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Qanuji>4, all are surely unbelievers on the basis of the 
command of the Shari‘a and the: renegades. They are 
entitled to the severe and eternal punishment and to the 


per eetereeneenaeeneteeeerees 


54. He was an eminent scholar of Ahi al-Hadith in Indo- 
Pakistan sub-continent. Abd al- -Hayy Hasani has said 
about him: Muhammad Bashir was a great scholar of 
India. He learnt the science of Hadith from Shaikh 
Nadhir Husain Dehlawi. He was an eminent scholar 
and a righteous man. He was intelligent with a good 
‘temperament. He was well-versed in Usul: ‘al-Figh. 
When he arrived at Bhopal, he started teaching Hadith, 
then became the inspector of schools. Saddiq Hasan 
Qannuji used -to respect him very much. He received 
education from our master ‘Husain b. Muslim Ansari 
of the Yemen. He then journeyed to Mecca and 
performed the Hajj. At Mecca he learnt Hadith from 
Shaikh Muhammad b. Abd al-Rahman Saharanpuri 
and Shaikh Ahmad b. Isa Shargi. He was the author 
of numerous books: 

(i) Siyasat al-Insan in refutation.of Ahmad b. Zaid 
Dahlan; (ii) al-Qawl al-Muhkam; (iii) al-Oawl al- 
Mansur: (iv) al-Sa‘y al-Mashkur. The third treatise 
deals with the travelling to visit the grave of the 
Prophet (peace be upon him). (v) al-Saif al- Maslul; 
(vi) al-Burhan al-Ujab fi fardiyat umm. al- Kitab; 
(vii) Risala fi tahqiq al-Riba, (viii) Risala fil Radd 
‘ala‘al-Oadyani; (ix) Risala fi ithbat al-Bai‘at al- 
murawwaja; (x) Risala fi Jawaz al- -udhiyya ila akhir 
Dhi'l Hijja. Husain b. Muhsin also produced a treatise 
on this. subject. But the Shaikh loved him and 
recognised his excellence. He wrote it in one of his 
epistles to Shams al- -Haqq, the author of ‘‘Awn al- 
Ma’bud” and | have seen it written in his own hand. © 

(To be Continued, .. .) 
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curse of the Lord, the one alone.” 

At another place he says: The followers of Thana’ 
Allah Amritsari and others .. . . all are unbelievers and 
apostates on the basis of the command of the Shari‘a. 

They have said about Thana’-Allah whom Rashid 
Rida al-Misri calls a “divine of India’’.27 Thana’-Allah, the 
leader of the non-conformists (Ahl al-Hadith) is an 
apostate.8 It_ may be noted that Shaikh Thana’-Allah 
silenced all the heretics and opponents of Islam, like Qadi- 
yanis, Ariyas, Hindus, Magians, Christians, and other 
unbelieving sects. . . 

The Bareilawi himself said about Shaikh al-Islam. 
Thana’-Allah Amritsari has disguised himself under the 
name of Islam, but actually he is a servant of Hindus. 

When tsma’‘il Shahid Dehlawi is unbeliever, and Shaikh 
Nadhir Husain Dehlawi is unbeliever, and their disciples 
- and followers too are unbelievers, it is implied that their 
early leadets must have been unbelievers. Those who invite 


to the Qur’an and the Sunna are also unbelievers —— we — 


seek refuge in Allah from such absurdities. 
rer a SS 


_ He said: “May Allah have mercy on our brother 
Allama Muhammad Bashir. He was a scholar, a 
researcher and adherent to the Qur'an and the Sunna. 
But he died. May Allah provide him with his dwelling 
in the gardens under which the rivers flow.’’ He died 
in Jumada al-Akhira, 1323 A.H. in Delhi. 

(Nuzhat al-Khawatir, vol. VIII, pp. 415-416). 

55. Muhammad Tayyib al-Qadiri, Tajanub Ahi al-Sunna 
an Ahl al-Fitna, Bareilly, 1361 A.H., p.219. - 

56. Tajanub Ahi al-Sunna, p. 248. 

57. Al-Manar, vol. XXXII, 1351 A.H., p. 639. 

- 58. Tajanub, p. 247. 

59. Al-Bareilawi, al-Istimdad, p. 147. 
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He actually excommunicated the early scholars, like 
Shaikh al-Islam Ibn’ Taimiyya (may Allah have mercy on 
him), and Ibn Hazm al-Andalusi al-Zahiri and similar other 
scholars who invited to the right and truth. 

He said: The teacher of these people is the wricked 
devil (may Allah curse him). He taught their leader Ibn 
Hazm, the corrupt in determination, devoid of absoluteness, 
literally following his school of thought, and debased in 
viewpoint. 

He said: Ibn Hazm was a Sabian and wicked of 
tongue. : 

He said about Shaikh al-Islam Ibn Taimiyya, the Imam 
.of Ahi al-Sunna, (may Allah show mercy to him): Ibn 
Taimiyya talked irrationally on the basis of speculation. 62 
Na‘im al-Din Muradabadi, one of the successors of the’ 
Bareilawi, says: IbnTaimiyyahas corrupted the order of the 
Shari’a. He then reported someone like him as saying: 
ibn Taimiyya was a servant(of Allah). My Allah desert him, 
lead him astray, make him deaf and blind, and disgrace 
him. He was an innovator, straying, made others astray, 
ignorant and extremist.© Another follower said: Ibn 
Taimiyya went astray and led others astray.64 Ibn Taimiyya 
" was corrupt in his thoughts.65 Ibn Qayyim was also an 
unbeliever. He said about him: One canhot rely on the 
Opinion of Ibn Qayyim, for he was an heretic. 


—_-----—— 


60. Subhan al-Subbuh, p. 37. 

61. Ahmad Rida, Hajz al- Bahrain, vol. 11, p. 237 
(Pakistani ed.) 

62. Al-Fatawa al- Ridwiyya, vol. II, p. 399. 

63. Al-Bareilawi, Saif al- Mustafa, p. 92. 

64. Fatawa Sadr al-Afadil, Muradabad, pp. 31-32. 

65. Ahmad Rida, Ja‘al- -Haqq. 

66. Al-Fatawa al- -Ridwiyya, vol. IV,p. 199 
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’ When these people were Sabians and heretics, it is 
implied that fnam Shawkani, the follower of their way, 
was also corrupt. He said about him: Shawkani was feeble- 
minded like the later Wahhabis.°7 He further says: 
Shawkani was corrupt in his thoughts. 

The renovator of the call to Salaf (the early Muslim 
scholars), the Imam of the unity of Allah, the revivor of the 
Sunna, and the annihilator of polytheism and the innova- 
tion, Shaikh al-Islam Muhammad ibn Abd al-Wahhab and 
his followers were the greatest target of the Bareilawi and 
the Bareilawis, like their brothers, the innovators and the 
tomb worshippers in the Arab countries. The reason is that 
Shaikh Ibn Abd al-Wahhab thinks every innovator and tomb 
worshipper the great obstacle in his way. 

The Bareilawi, and his henchmen apply all sorts of 
abuses to this oppressed imam. They left no fatwa which 
they did not issue against him. 

While writing a Hadith the Bareilawi said: Allah 
the Exalted, will say on the day of resurrection to those 
bearing the names Ahmad and Muhammad: Enter paradise, 
for | have made obligatory on me that | will not admit those 
who bear the names Ahmad and Muhammad to the hellfire. 
He then remembered that this tradition includes Shaikh 
al-Islam [bn Abd al-Wahhab whose name was Muhammad. 
Hence he said: This Hadith “If a child is born to some 
person and he names him Muhammad, he as well as his 
child will enter paradise”, and similar other Ahadith apply 
only to those Ahl al-Sunna, who have sound belief (that 
is, the Bareilawis alone), for those who are corrupt in their 
thoughts, are the dogs of hellfire. No good deed will be 
accepted from them. If he is killed unjustly between the 
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67: Fatawa Ridwiyya, vol. II, p. 442. 
68. . Saif al-Mustafa, p. 95. 
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Black Stone of the Ka‘ba and Maqam Ibrahim while he has 
. Patience for his murder hoping for forgiveness and seeking 
reward from Allah, the Exalted, will not look at him and 
throw him in the hellfire. | have exposed this point in many 
places in my fatwas. Therefore, these traditions do not 
contain any good news for Muhammad ibn Abd al-Wahhab 
Najdi and other straying people like him.69 
He said: The most wicked of the apostates aré the 
Wahhabis.’2 He further said: The Wahhabis are’ more 
wicked, harmful, and impure.than the Jews and the 
Christians. ?! 
. He says: It is necessary to excommunicate and declare 
Kafir, according to the Islamic law, the Wahhabis who are 
‘ascribed to Muhammad’ ibn Abd al-Wahhab Najdi, who 
wrote a book “Kitab al-Tawhid”, violated the sanctity of | 
Mecca and Medina (may Allah-increase their honour), 
invaded them, and occasional mischief, oppression and. 
murder in them. All the adherents of Islam consider them 
polytheists except his own wicked sect. His group is one of 
the branches of the Khawarij, who revolted against Ali 
(may Allah honour his face): Such persons entered hellfire, 
having been killed with the sword of the Lion of Allah who 
fought the unbelievers about which the Prophet (peace be 
upon him) has said in tradition: They will not come to an 
end. till the last Hour, till the last of them will come out with 
the accursed Dajjal. According to this truthful promise 
these people who invite the wrath of Allah upon them will 
continue to provoke commotions (fitan) for ever. They 
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69. Al-Bareilawi, Ahkam 4/-Sharih, vol.l, p.80 
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.came out from the territory of Najd in the 13th century and 
were known as Najdis. Their leader was a Shaikh of Najd. 
Then Allah broke their glory into pieces, destroyed their 
cities and fpve victory to the Muslim armies over them in 
1233 A.H. ' ‘ 
He says in reply to a query whether the Wahhabi sect 
was in existence in the time of the rightly-guided caliphs? 
He said: Yes. They were those people who rebelled against 
‘Ali (Allah be pleased with him) .... In the current days | 
they have appeared in the name of the Wahhabis. Their 
leader was Abd al-Wahhab Najdii. Their signs are contained 
in the traditions of the Prophet (peace be upon him). All of 
them are found in them. They look down upon your prayer 
while praying, your fasts, while fasting, and your deeds 
while doing good deeds. They recite the Qur‘an which does 
not exceed their collarbones. They speak the words of the 
best of the creatures (i.e. the Prophet), but they come out of the 
religion as the arrow comes out from its shot. Their forehead 
_is shaved, and they roll up their lion clothes. The Najdi fbn 
. Abd al-Wahhab exaggerated in shaving. the head. If a woman 
enters his impure religion, he used to get her head shaved, for 
it was ‘the residence of the pagan days.’3 There are a large 
number of similar non-sense statements. 

His father lived in the lifetime of the Prophet (peace 
be upon him) and the Prophet had ordered Abu Bakr Siddiq 
and ‘Umar Farug to kill him. Had he been killed, there would 
have been no commotion today.’4 One of his henchmen 
has.written that the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) . 
predicted about this trial (fitna) of Najdi by saying: There 


72. Al-Kawkabal-Shihabiyya, pp. 58-59. 

73. Muhammad Mustafa Rida Khan: Mulfuzat Mujaddid 
mi‘at al-hadira, Lahore, p. 66. 

74. Ibid. pp. 67-68. 
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(in Najd)' the earthquakes, commotions will take place, and 
the horn of Satan will rise there. All the Ahl al-Sunna and the 
Hanafis are agreed unanimously that Muhammad b. Abd 
al-Wahhab was a Khariji and rebel. He who believes in his 
doctrines, is the enemy of the religion, going astray himself 
and leading others astray./5 Likewise, Amjad Ali Ridwi has 
made the same statement. 

Another Bareilawi has also said in the same manner, 
yet he has surpassed his predecessors in lying against him: 
The Wahhabis, who are Najdis, killed a large number of 
people without any sin in the sacred territory of Mecca and 
Medina. They committed adultery with, their women and 
daughters, captivated them and made their women the slave- 
girls. They killed mostly the noble men. Whatever Ibn Saud 
has done in Mecca and Medina is obvious and evident to 
every pilgrim”? and | myself have witnessed this with my own 
eyes there. 

This is all, despite the prediction of the Bareilawi 
that the Najdis will never occupy Mecca and Medina, the 
inviolable and sacred territories, and that Allah will break 
their glory into‘pieces and desert them. 

Mazhar, the Bareilawi, has used all non-sense and 
wicked words for them: The Najdis are heretics, atheists and 
devils of Najd; they are unbelievers and apostates on account 
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75. Resume of the writings of Ahmad Sa‘id Kazimi in his 
work al-Haqq al-Mubin, Sahiwal, pp. 10-12. 

76. Bahari Shariat, vol. 1, pp. 46-47. 

77. Yes, Whatever Ibn Sa’ud (Allah have mercy upon him) 
had done is manifest from the habitation. Similarty, 
whatever his descendants have done is also evident 
to every visitor. The facts and truths belie the wicked 
charges and the shameful lies. 
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of their surely wicked and accursed beliefs. 79 

He-said about the Imam (the leader of prayer) of a. 
great mosque of Bombay when he gave a reception to the 
scions of the-Saudi king in Bombay on the occasion of his 

‘visit to India: Ahmad Yusuf, the rejected one, gave a recep- | 
tion to the scions of {bn Saud, praised the Najdi government, 
Ibn Saud Najdi and his sons—the government which harbours 
the impure and wicked beliefs of unbelief. He honoured the 
unbelievers, the apostates, and gave a reception to them, and 
exalted the wicked people of Najd. Hence, he became an 
unbeliever (Kafir) and apostated. He became entitled to the 
divine wrath and demolished Islam and the Sunna. He moved 
the Divine Throne. If anyone doubts his unbelief, he too is 
an unbeliver. 

This treatment, and abusing. and declaring Shaikh 
al-Istam, his adherents, and Saudi Government, are all trifles 
in the eyes of the Bareilawi and the Bareilawis. 

We do not find that anyone infuriated these people 
more than those who are monotheists, believers in the divine 
scripture and adherents to the Sunna of the Messenger of 
Allah (peace be upon him), for there remained no grevious 
word and wicked abuse which they have not used against 
them. Their seniors and juniors have written many books 
against these people. In these books are rarely found themes 
concerning the homilies, well-wishing of the Muslims, exhor- 
tation to the worship of Allah, giving the rights of people, 
mutual good living, the public good, consideration of the 
rights: of others and similar other matters relating to the 
Islamic education. Their works are free from refutation of 
the sects that are outside the fold of religion and rebellious 
against Islam, like the Oadiyanis, Hindus, Christians, Babis, 
Baha’is, Batinis, Rafidhis and others. 


79. Tajanub Ahbl al-Sunna, pp. 267-68 
' 80. ‘bid., pp. 268-72 
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A researcher and a reader will notice a curious thing 
when he investigates the literature of these people that their 
books are full of slanderous and shameful remarks, and worst 
of the abuses for the reformers and guides of the Muslim 
community. He will not find even a single word against the 
enemies of Islam and the Muslims,and against the enemies of: 
Allah and His Messenger (peace be upon him). 

This is the habit of these people, and this is their 
behaviour with the Ahl al-Hadith and the followers of Shaikh 
al-Islam Muhammad ibn Abd al-Wahhab. 

As regards the Deobandis, their Hanafi brothers, the 
followers of Imam Nu‘man b. Thabit Abu Hanifa (Allah 
have mercy on him), even they did not escape from their 
. hard-heartedness,acrimony of their tongue, and severity of 
their fatwas about declaring them profligates and unbelievers, 
and from their dirty abuses, and consecutive and abundant 
curses. They became the greatest target of their wagging 
tongue, sharp lances and shooting arrows. They did not 
leave any of them, senior or junior, but declared him profli- 
gate and unbeliever, and issued fatwa for his heresy and 
apostasy, and about the apostasy of a person who doubted 
his apostasy, and about the unbelief of him who is reluctant 
to accept him as unbeliever. So the Bareilawi began to 
declare them to be unbelievers. The last of the Bareilawis 
continued to declare them to be unbelievers, and to excom- 
municate them who keeps back from accepting them as 
unbelievers. 

The first person who was declared unbeliever (Kafir) 
from the scholars of Deoband was the eminent Shaikh of 
Deoband, who laid the foundation the greatest Hanafi 
madrasa, Dar al-Ulum Deoband in India. About him Shaikh 
Abd al-Hayy Hasani says: The Shaikh and Imam, the eminent 
scholar Qasim Nanautawi, was one of the pious scholars. 
He was most ascetic of the people, most worshipping, most 
remembering Allah, and most refraining from wearing the 
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turban and gown, the dress of the ulama and fuqaha. In those 
days he did not issue fatawa, nor was he a famous person. 
Instead, he remained engaged in the remembrance of Allah 
and devotion to Him so much so that the doors of truths and 
knowledge were opened to him. Shaikh Imdad Allah appoint- 
ed him his successor, and praised him saying that the parallel 
of Qasim is found only in the past generations of Muslims. 
Scenes of great significance were noticed in his debates with 
the Christians and‘Ariyas. He died in 1297 A.H.2! 

They excommunicated this Shaikh, the Imam of the 
Hanafis of his time, the founder of the movement called 
‘Deobandiya. The Bareilawi says about him in his defective 
Arabic: The Qasimiyya is a sect, attributed to Qasim 
Nanautawi, the author of the book’Tahdhir al-Nas.’"In this 
book he says: If it is supposed that in the time of the Prophet 
(may peace be upon him) there was a prophet or after 
him a new Prophet came, it will not damage the finality of 
his prophethood. The public will continue to think that he 
(the Prophet, Peace be upon him) was the final Prophet, that, 
the last of the Prophets. But there is no excellence in it in the 
eyes of the intellectuals . . .. till the end of his non-sense 
Statement. Nanautawi is a person whom Muhammad Ali 
Kanpuri, the Director of Nadwa, calls the wiseman of the 
Muslim community. Glory be to Allah, who upturns the 
hearts and eyes. There is no might and no strength except 
with Allah, the Dominant. These are the rejected people who 
withdraw themselves from the scene.® He said the Oasimi 
sect is accursed, apostates for ever, may Allah curse them. 3 
One of his followers said: the work “Tahdhir al-Nas” of the 
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apostate Nanautawi, the founder of the maces of Deoband, 
is unclean. 

He has also abused the great saint tof Deoband Rashid 
Ahmad Gangawhi. Abd al-Hayy Hasani writes about him: 
Allama and Muhaddith Rashid Ahmad ibn Hidayat Ahmad 
ibn Pir Bakhsh ibn Ghulam Hasan ibn Ghulam Ali ibn Ali 
Akbar ibn Qadi Muhammad Aslam Ansari, Hanafi, belonging 
to Rampur, then Gangawh, was an eminent research scholar: 
There was no person like h:.n in his time in truthfulness and 
chastity, trust in Allah, understanding in religion, sagacity, 
courage in the event of dangers, solidarity in religion and 
severity in thought. 5 

The Bareilawi and the Bareilawis have said about him: 
From among the ui:believers who have hidden themselves 
by the name of Islam are the Wahhabis, the liars, the ad 
herents of Rashid Ahmad Gangawhi. They have said many 
things arrogantly about Allah, the Exalted, following the 
leader of the group Ismail Shahid Dehlawi, whatever may be 
upon him. | have refuted his delirium in a book exclusively 
devoted to it, and | have named it ‘‘Subhan al-Subbuh an 
aib Kidhh maqbuh.” | sent it to him by registered post. It 
is since eleven years that | have received its acknowledgement 
receipt from him by the same mail. There is a rumour that 
the reply is being written. Sometimes the reports say that the 
reply has been written, or will be published, or sent for 
publication. Allah will not guide the plan of the fraudulents 
to operate. They could not make plans nor could be success- 
ful. Allah has made them blind whose insight has already 
been taken away. So there is no hope for a reply. Can a dead 
body dispute from beneath the dust? He went a long way 
in oppression and straying, so much so that he has expressly 
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said in a fatwa which | have seen with my own eyes in his 
own hand with his seal and which has been published many 
times with its refutation in Bombay and other cities: He 
who thinks that Allah, the Exalted, can tell a lie actually. 
He explicitly says that Allah, the Exalted, has lied, and this 
‘great error has issued forth from. They allege Do not impute 
impiety to him, let alone straying from the straight path, 
and let alone unbelief, for many scholars had held this 
opinion. At most it can be said that he made a mistake in 
his interpretation. There is no god but Allah. Look at the evil: 
conclusion of telling a lie actually by Him. This is the prac- 
tice and behaviour of Allah with those who passed before. 
Allah has made them deaf and blind. There is no might and 
no power but with Allah, the Sublime, the Great. Among 
them are the Satanic Wahhabis, who are like the Satanic 
sect of Rawafidh. They were the adherents of the Satan 
alone. But they are the followers of the devil of the uni- 
verse, the accursed Iblis. They are also the henchmen of the 
liar, the Gangawhi( Rashid Ahmad). 86 

He says: This (man) will be thrown into hellfire. The 
fire will burn him, and it will be said to him: Taste, you 
are the noblest and most guided.87 

He siad: If anyone hesitates in declaring Rashid Ahmad 
unbeliever, there is no doubt in his unbelief.” A man from 
his sect said: Rashid Ahmad is an Pi gaat ‘He repeated 
these words four times on a page.® The Bareilawi said: 
“Barahin Qati’a,” the work of Gangawhi, is dirtier than urine, 
and full of unbelief. If anyone does not believe it, he is 
atheist. 
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Similarly, he excommunicated the leader of the 
Deobandi sect, Shaikh Ashraf Ali Thanawi. Abu ‘I-Hasan Ali 
Nadawi says about him in the work of his father: He was 
one of the eminent scholars who were devoted to Allah. 
Allah, the Almighty, gave benefit to the people by his 
preaching and works. The number of the assemblies of his 
preaching collected in the treatises counts four hundred. 
His works and the assemblies of his preaching proved most 
useful for the mending of belief and deed. Thousands of 
Muslims benefitted by them. A large number of people aban- 
doned the rites and customs of the pre-Islamic days and the 
innovations which permeated the life of the Muslims and in 
their homes, rejoicings and mournings on account of their 
mixing with the unbelievers and heretics for a long time. 
He had an excellence in making easy the mysticism and 
introducing it to the people, and explaining the distinction 
between the ends and the means, and separating pith from 
husks and acretions.2 

The Bareilawi said about a scholar like him: From 
among the eminent personages‘of these Satanic Wahhabis is 
another man belonging to the henchmen of the Gangawhi 
(Rashid Ahmad), named Ashraf Ali Thanawi. He composed 
a booklet containing four pages. In this tract he has clearly 
said that the knowledge of the unseen things possessed by 
the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) is like the 
one possessed by every child, lunatic, animal and beast. 
These are his accursed words. If his judgement about the’ 
knowledge of the unseen things possessed by the Holy 
Prophet is correct, that is, it is like knowledge of Zaid 
about the unseen things, then he should be asked: What 
does he mean by this? A part of the unseen things or whole?: 
If he means a part, then what is the peculiarity of this kncw- 
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ledge possessed by the Prophet? The knowledge like this is 
already possessed by Zaid, Amr, and by every child and 
lunatic, indeed by all animals and beasts. |f he means the 
whole, that even an individual thing is not excluded from it, 
then this is absurd on the basis of reason and tradition. | 
‘say: Look at the signs of how Aliah has sealed their hearts. 
How does this man equate the Messenger of Allah with so 
and so. How did he fail to understand that the knowledge 
possessed by Zaid, Amr and the elders of this pggudo-saint 
which he calls unseen cannot be considered even knowledge 
if it is probable (Zanni)? The certain knowledge is possessed 
by the Prophet of Allah, the Exalted. The others besides the 
prophets cannot attain the certainty. They can attain cer- 
tainty through the information by the Prophet (peace be 
upon him), and not any other agency. Have you not seen 
your Lord how He says: Nor will He disclose to you the 
secrets of the unseen, but He chooses His Apostics (for 
the purpose) whom he pleases (III: 179). Allah, the Exalted, 
says: He.alone knows the unseen, nor does He make anyone 
acquainted with His mysteries, except an apostle whom He 
has chosen (LXXII: 26-27). See how has he left the Qur‘an® 

He further said: Look at the transgression! How a 
part draws another part. We seek refuge with Allah, the Lord 
of the worlds. In a word, all these sects are unbelievers, 
apostates, and have come out form the fold of Islam by the 
unanimous consensus of the Muslims. He who doubts his 
unbelief and punishment is unbeliever. The author of “’Shifa’ 
al-Sharif” says:We excommunicate him who does not excom- 
municate one who surrendered before the religion other 
than Islam, or one who is reluctant or doubtful in declaring 
him unbeliever.The author of “al-Bahr al-Raiq” and others 
said: If anyone considers the speech of heretics good, or if 
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he says that it is meaningful, and says that their speech 
carries the correct meaning, this isunbelief, and the person 
who regards it as good is unbeliever. Imam Ibn Hajar said 
in his work “al-\‘lam fi fast al-Kufr al- -Muttafaq Elaihi baina 
aimmatina‘l-a’lam:” If anyone utters the words of unbelief, 
he will be declared an unbeliever. Everyone who considers i it 
good or agrees with it will be declared an unbeliever. Beware! 
Beware! O water and clay (i.e. mankind). The religion is 
most respectable of what is preferred. An unbeliever has no 
respect. One should be most careful of going astray. Mis- 
chief draws mischief. The antichrist (Dajjal) is an evil long 
awaited. His followers are multitudinous. His wonders are 
most manifest and most great. And that Hour will be most 
grievious and most bitter. So run towards Allah. The matter 
has reached a climax. There is no might and no power except 
with Allah. We have expatiated on this subject, for cautioning 
was mest important. 

> He Said: He who hesitates in declaring Ashraf Ali to. 
be an unbeliever is himself an unbeliever.94 He said: The 
author of “Bahishti Zaiwar’’ (i.e. the work of Ashraf Ali 
Thanawi) is unbeliever. It is forbidden for a Muslim to look 
into it.25 He also said: His followers are apostates. 26 Al- 
Ridhwi also issued fatwa (verdict) declaring him an unbeliever. 
’ For this refer to his work “Tajanub Ahl al-Sunna, 97 and 
other works. 

Similarly, he declared Shaikh Khalil Ahmed, Shaikh 
Mahmud Hasan, Shaikh Shabbir Ahmad and other eminent 
Deobandi scholars to be unbelievers. They issued fatwas 
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(verdicts) about the unbelief of these people. There are a 
few.people who escaped him (the Bareilawi) and them (his 
followers). When they are unbelievers, it is implied that 
their followers too are unbelievers and apostates. So he 
issued fatwa about their manifest unbelief and patent apos- 
tasy. The Bareilawi said about the Deobandis in general: 
He who- doubts about the unbelief of the Deobandis is also 
an unbeliever.°” Not only this, but more than it he said; If 
anyone prays behind any of the Dobandis, he is also not a 
Muslim, 100 He further says: If anyone has the same beliefs 
as the Deobandis have, he is also an unbeliever. '07 His fury 
was not cooled down by thisextent of abuses, he transgressed 
all the limits and said: If anyone admires Dar-ul-Ulum - 
Deoband, or does not believe in the corruption of Deobandis 
and does not. scorn them, then this is sufficient to make 
a judgement for him to be a non-Muslim, '02 Then his fury 
and wrath increased and he said: To behave the Deobandis 
in the matters concerning their life and death like that of 
the Muslims is forbidden, so much so that employing them 
on wages, or serving them on wages. is forbidden. It is obli- 
gatory to keep away from them. 03 He further adds: It is 
unlawful to give the meat of the sacrificial animals. 

One of his followers siad: The Deobandis are heretics and 
straying. They are the most wicked of all the creatures of 
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Altah.°5 Another Bareilawi said: The Deobandis claim 
for Islam; they are accursed unbelievers and apostates accord- 
ing to the command of sacred Sharia. '06 He has exaggerated 
in their excommunication in this book. . 

What is the proportion of their unbelief and apostasy? 
The Bareilawi himself says that the Deobandis are more 
extreme in heresy than the Hindus, Christians and Qadiyanis: 
“If there is a gathering of the Hindus, Christians, Qadiyanis, 
and Deobandis, the Deobandis alone should be ‘rejected, 
for they have come out of the fold of Islam and defected it. 
Agreement with the unbelievers is far better than the agree- 
ment with the apostates”’, '07 : 

“The works of the Deobandis are more unclean than 
the various works of the Hindus. The doubt about the heresy 
of Ashraf Ali Deobandi and suspicion about his punishment 
is also unbelief. To cleanse the impurity with the papers of 
the works produced by the Deobandis is not lawful, not 
because of the respect of their books, but because of the 
reverence of the letters with which they have been 
written,” 108 

Another Bareilawi says: “it behaves to spit on the 
books produced by the Deobandis; rather it ‘is more fitting 
that one should urinate on them. But these books make the 
urine more defiled and unclean when it falls on them. O 
Allah, give as refuge from ¢blis (the Devil) and his descen- 
dants (ie. Deobandis). Amen.”!09 
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This is what the Bareilawi and his followers, the 
Bareilawis, have said about the Deobandis. We have given 
quotations from their own works and writings. . 

As regards the Nadawis, namely the graduates of 
Darul ul-Ulum Nadwat al-Ulama, its teachers, and persons 
having ‘some relation with it and those who are in charge of 
it, they’ are not more fortunate than others in this respect. 
The Bareilawis have excommunicated them too, and declared 
them to be apostates. Al- Barakati and his supporter Hashmat 
Ali, the successor of the Bareilawi, says:. The Nadwis are 
_atheists, apostates and henthmen of the leader of the 
atheists. 119 The Bareilawi himself said: Al-Nadwa is a 
fatal organisation of eal All of them are advancing 
towards the hellfire. ! 

He issued a fatwa about the unbelief of the scholars 
of Nadwat al-Ulama and took the signatures of the elders of 
his sect. He issued it by the name “IIjam al- Sunna li Ahi al- 
Fitna’. He again published it in ‘‘Majmuah F atawa al- Harmain 

“bi rajf. Nadwat al-Main” as mention of it has been made 
before on the authority of Sayyid al-Hasani in this chapter. 
Hence the author of “Tajanub” has mentioned it inthe collec- 
tion of the fatwas of those who declared the people of 
Nadwat al-Ulama to be unbelievers and apostates. ' 

He then clubbed them together, viz. the Nadawis, the 
Deobandis, the adherents of Shaikh al-Islam Muhammad b. 
Abd al-Wahhab and the Ahl al-Hadith under the title Wahha- 
biyyat and the Wahhabis, assuming that all of them got 
inspiration and direction from Shaikh al-Islam Muhammad b. 
Abd al-Wahhab in their beliefs against polytheism, heresies 
and other absurdities. Primarily the Bareilawi and the Barei- 
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lawis addressed them only with this title. When he uses 
this title absolutely, he means these four groups. Later on 
they started calling them with certain wicked titles. They 
levelled false charges against them, caused the People to hate 
them, defamed them by inputing, unpleasant qualities to 
them and lies against them. They stated the laws for them 
and the rulers of behaving with them. They said,being the 
Bareilawi at their head: The Wahhabis and their leaders 
are unbelievers for many reasons. Their utterance of 
the credo of Islam does not negative their unbelief, !13 
He also said: The disbelief of this sect has been established 
by thousands of methods and reasons, !!4 They are un- 
believers by the consensus of the jurists (i.e. the jurists of 
the community: of the Bareilawis), '1 He further said: 
The Wahhabis are apostates and hy; Ocrites, for they show 
off Islam by uttering the credo”. 11 Some more staterrients 
of the Bareilawi are enumerated below: : 

“The Wahhabis are more contemptuous than Iblis, 
indeed more mischivious and more straying than he, for the 
Satan does not tell a lie, but they tell a tie.!17 . 

“Allah's curse be on the Wahhabis may He disgrace 
them and make the hellfire their abode,"’! 18 

“Allah's curse be on the Wahhabis: how they are 
deluded away from the truth”, !19 . 

“The Wahhabis will be in the lowest of the low’, 120 
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“Allah has decreed unbelief for them’?! 

Since these people are unbelievers and apostates, the 
Muslims should not pray behind them nor over them (when 
die). The Bareilawi and his sect issued a fatwa to this effect. 
A person questioned the Bareilawi about saying prayer 
behind the Wahhabis. He replied: Their prayer is not 
(actually) a prayer, and their congregational prayer is also 
not (actually) a congregational ‘prayer. ‘Onece he was 
asked about the mosque built by the Wahhubis. He replied: 
“They are disbelievers, and the law about the mosque of the 
disbelievers is that it will be treated like an ordinary 
house,” !23 He was asked about responding to ti:e words 
of adhan pronounced by a Wahhabi mu‘adhdhin. He replied, 
“No, for their prayer is not reckoned a prayer nor their 
adhan (call to prayer) a adhan!23-a (in the real sense)" 
The Wahhabis are not permitted to enter the mosques of 
the Muslims, as expressly said by Muradabadi, one of the 
successor and contemporary of the Bareilawi. He said: 
“The Wahhabis and the non-conformists (ghair muqallidin) 
have no right to the mosques of the Muslims and are not 
allowed to enter them on account of their mischief. If they 
do not resist themselves from entering them, they should be 
stopped by the order’ '24 of the government. 

They have composed a book exclusively devoted to 
the exposition of the reasons for expelling the Wahhabis 
from the mosque as an obligation. They have named it 
“Ikhraj al-Wahhabiyyin an al-Masajid’’ They have gone to the 
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extreme in this matter so much so that they have written on 
door plates of the mosques: “The Wahhabis are not allowed 
‘to offer prayer in it’. During this age of science and light, 

some mosques have survived on the faces of which the- 
following words are written: “O Shaikh Abd al-Qadir Jilani, 

Agive me) something for Allah’s sake." Under these words 
the following words are written: “The Wahhabis aré prohibit- 
ed to enter (the mosque).” | have seen with my own eyes 
two mosques in Lahore on which the words mentioned 
above are written. 

The Bareilawi_said: The prayer behind the Wahhabis 
is entirely. invalia. 125 A similar statement has been made 
by Ahmad Yar Khan Gujrati,.the Mufti of the Bareilawis in 
his Fatawa.'26 The Bareilawi himself said: If a Wahhabi 
offers funeral prayer over the dead body of a Muslim, the 
prayer is not-valid. If he is worried, as if he is worried with- 
- Out funeral prayer. 

He was questioned about the funeral prayer over a 
Wahhabi: If a person offers funeral prayer over a Wahhabi, 
what is ‘the rile of law about him? He replied: The Wahhabis 
are unbelievers and apostates. If anyone offers funeral prayer 
over him, he becomes unbeliever. Again he said: It is 
not permissible to make supplication for them, for Allah 
has said about them: “Then they do not return’, !29 Not 
only this,.but also he said: “If anyone believes that the 
Wahhabis are Muslims, he becomes unbeliever. It is not lawful 
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to pray behind him”, as the Bareilawi has expressly said in 
his book. 

Another Bareilawi said: If anyone argues about the 
Bareilawi, the prayer is not valid behind him. ! 1 The other 
matters relating to the Wahhabis are also unlawful. He said: 
Paying a visit to the Wahhabis and sitting together with them 
are forbidden. If they fall sick, then paying a visit to those 
who are sick is also forbidde::. If they die, washing them is 
forbidden, and lifting their bier is unlawful. '32 

Muradabadi said: The Wahhabis have gone astray and 
fed others astray; They are heretics. The prayer is not valid 

-behind them. Mixing with. them is also not permissible. 
He also said: Enjoyment of their speech is unlawful, and 
sitting in their assemblies and addresses is forbidden. 
He further added: Shaking hands with them and greeting 
them are forbidden and entail sin and disobedience. 
- He said: It is not lawful for the Hanafis to drink water from 
the well of the Wahhabis. !36 The response of salutation to 
them is unlawful. 137 Not only this, but also “tf anyone 
conducts transaction with them and sits with them, his 
marriage will be unlawful”. 138 

He added: If a Wahhabi recites the address of marriage 
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and solemnises the contract of marriaye, the marriage: will 
be null and void, It is necessary. to renew the, contract of 
marriage and Islam as. well. ! 139 The evidence of a Wahhabi to 
the contract of marriage is also unlawful. | . 

One of his disciples and successors said: The marriage 
with a Wahhabi is forbidden, for he is not equal to a 
Mustim.'41 But his disciple cannot reach the degree of 
severity and callousness like the. Bareilawi. "So he himself 
said: A Wahhabi, being an apostate, should not marry: either 
with an animal or a human being. !f he marries, it will be 
considered pure adultery. '42 | wish to ask the Bareilawis 
for the first.time: Do they give in marriage and themselves 
marry an animal? He again said: Seeking fatwa from the 
Wahhabis is unlawful, saying three times for emphasis. If any- 
one has a doubt about his unbelief and punishment, he 
becomes an unbeliever. '4 

‘Amjad Ali said: If anyone one zakat to any of the 
Wihhabis, that will not be valid. In reply to an enquirer 
he said: The education of the children with the Wahhabis is 
unlawful, saying three times. If anyone does so, he is enemy 
of his children and is clearly indulged in sins. Allah, the 
Exalted, said: 
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“O ye who believell Save yourselves and your families from a 
fire.” (LXVI: 6). 

As regards the eating of the flesh of animals slaughter- 
ed by the .Wahhabis, he said: The eating of the flesh of ani- 
mals slaughtered by a Jew is lawful, and similarly’ the meat 
of an animal slaughtered by a Christian. As for the animals 
slaughtered by the Wahhabis, if they recite the name of Allah 
One thousand times and they are righteous, the eating of this 
meat is forbidden, for it is the slaughtering of an apostate. ! 
He also said: The eating of the flesh of an animal slaughtered 
by the fornicators, whose crime of fornication is proved,is 
lawful. '47 Why is this all? He said: The reason is that the 
most severe of the people in disbelief are the Magians; their 
disbelief is more severe than that of the Jews and Christians; 
the disbelief of the Hindus is more severe than that of the 
Magians; the disbelief of the Wahhabis is more severe than 
that of the Hindus, '48 He said: The Wahhabis are more 
wicked and harmful than the real ‘unbelievers, viz. the Jews, 
the idclators and others. !49 He said: The Wahhabis are more 
contemptible and unclean than the dogs, for there is no 
punishment for. the dogs, but these people are liable-to the 
grevious punishment. ! 

This is the Bareilawi and his followers. 

But these righteous people did not declare them 
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unbelievers, for they did not believe in the non-sense talks 
and absurdities. brought about by the Bareilawis and con- 
_ trived by the non-sense people. They did not forsake the 
word of Allah, and the word of the Apostle of Allah (peace 
be upon him) vis-a-vis these fabricators who bring lies against 
Allah and false accusations against . the Messenger of Allah 
(peace be upon him): 


UL, prege ol Yl pmao I gods Loy 
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“And they ill-treated them for no other reason than they 
‘believed in Allah, Exalted in power, worthy of all praises; 
Him to whom belongs the dominion of the heavens and the 
earth. And Allah is witness to all things.” 

Before we shift to another discourse, we wish to men- 
tion that the Bareilawis and the Bareilawiyyat became very 
harsh towards those who read the works of the Wahhabis, 
and they strictly preven. the Bareilawis from reading the 
works of others. 

The Bareilawi said: The study of the works of the 
Wahhabis is forbidden, 152 Another said: It is not permissible 
for a person other than:a scholar (alim) the books of 'the 
Wahhabis. 53 The Bareilawi has also said: It is not permis- 
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151. Quran LXXXV: 8-9 

152. Al-Mubin included in: al- Fatawa al-Ridiwiyya, vol. VI. 
p. p. 

1653. Bahari Shariat, vol. V, p. 11 


268 


sible even for a perfect scholar to read the books !54 of the 

—eeeeeeeeSeSSeSSSSeSeeSeSeSFSse 

154. We do not know how the Bareilawis, who make such 
statement and establish it in their books, argue against . 
others, and make a hue and cry against a ban on 
reading their books? The elders of this sect have re- 
cently made a great clamour in India and Pakistan 
against some - Islamic governments who proscribed 
the Urdu translation of the Qur'an by the Bareilawi. 
He has done this translation according to his doctrines 
and desires. They themselves have introduced this 
Practice and strictly prevented their followers from 
reading the books of their opponents. If they. have 
the rights, the others too have the right alike. 

Is it justice that the standards of measurement 
and weight for selling and buying should be different 
from each other, like the people of Madyan, the people 
of Shu’arib upon whom Allah sent down the severe 
penalty for this deed of theirs? Allah, the -Exalted, 
has said about them: 
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“Those who, when they have to receive by measure 
from men exact full measure, but when they have to ° 
give by measure or weight to me, give less than due. 
Do they not think that will be called to account on’ 
a mighty day, a day when (all) mankind will stand. 
before the Lord of the world”. (LXXXII1: 26) 

'  * Continued... 
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Wahhabis. !55 
The Bareilawi has said about a particular book of a 
scholar of the Wahhabis: It is forbidden for the Muslims to 
read this_ book. 156 Muradabadi has reported ‘one of his 
masters as. saying: Beware of lending ear to the works of 
Ibn Taimiyya and tbn Qayyim al-Jawziya and others. They 
have made their deity their desire and Allah has led them 
_ astray despite; their knowledge, sealed up their hearing and 
; heart, and covered their eyes with a veil. Who will guide them 
after Allah. How did these heretics transgressed the limits, 
exceeded: the marks, and broke the hedge of the Sharia and 


Do the Bareilawis think that they may do what- 
ever they please to do? Do the others have no right to' 
do whatever they desire. They have the right to 

_ Prevent the Muslims to enter their mosques, 
They have the right to prohibit them from sitting and 
conversing with others. They have the right to forbid 
their followers to read the books of their opponents. 
But the others (i.e. the opponents) have no right to 
proscribe their books, and to prevent them from their. 
entry in their country and their homes. 


Bee AN Gg IY ES Gl. 
pet dae Gt CoS oly 
If you do not know, that is a great clamity: And if 
you know, that is an adversity far greater! 
° Sn? yer) oot Ws 
“Behold, such would be indeed a division most unfair’. 
~ + (LU: 22) 
155. Malfuzat, p. 335. ; 
. 156. Baligh al-Nur, included in: “Fatawa al-Ridwiyya”, 
Vol. Vol, P. 54. 
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the truth. They thought that they were thereby on guidance 
from their Lord, but that is not so. Indeed, they are most 
_wickedly straying, and bear the worst qualities and extreme 
falsehood and fabrication. May Allah forsake their associa- 
tion and purify the earth from the people like them. ! “o 


THE FATAWA (VERDICTS) OF THE BAREILAWIS FOR 
POSTPONEMENT OF HAJJ ON ACCOUNT OF THIS 
GOVERNMENT OF THE WAHHABIS IN HIJAZ. 
The fatawa (verdicts) of the Bareilawis for postpone- 
ment of Hajj on account of this serennent of the Wahhabis’ 
‘in Hijaz. 
The hatred of the Bareilawis to the adherents of the 
‘early righteous Muslims who strictly followed the Qur‘an and 
the Sunna appears from the fact. that they issued a 
fatwa to drop the obligatory duty of Hajj. They published a 
pamphlet exclusively devoted to this subject by the name 
““Tanwir al-Hajjah. i man yujawwizu iltiwa al-Hijjah’’. This 
booklet was written by the son of the Bareilawi and Mufti 
of the Bareilawis Mustafa Rida. More than fifty eminent 
-scholars of this sect from all over. the sub-continent rectified 
“and signed this fatwa. Among them were Mazhar Bareilawi 
‘who calls himself Ubaid al-Rida Hashmat Ali, Hamid Rida, 
;the second son of the Bareilawi, Naim al-Din Muradabadi, 
‘Didar Ali, and other important and responsible persons of 
‘this sect. He began this booklet with the introductory addres- 
O Allah, forgive us, show mercy to us, you are our 
master, help us over the unbelievers, in particular the: Najdis, 
the mischivious people, those who have gone out from the. 
fold of religion as the arrow goes out from the fling, those 
who have: been thrown. away from the religion as the hair 
is thrown away from ‘the dough. He then showered all sorts 
of abuses upon the blissful Saudi Government. He invented 
lies as many as he’ could against the late King Abd al Aziz: 
a 
‘157. “Fatawa Naim al-Din Muradabadi”, pp. 33-34. 
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Al Saud, may Allah have mercy upon him and forgive him. 
He made use of all possible fabrication and falsehood and 
uttered them with full courage and valour without any fear 
" of Allah and modesty. 

In the end, he issued a fatwa for the abolition of the 
obligaiton of Hajj during their time and rule. One of the sig- 
natories on this fatwa commented: By this fatwa the sacred 
territory of Mecca and Medina have been purified from the 

devils.of Najd.. 

This is the true picture of the Bareilawi and this 
is their hatred towards the monotheists and the Book of 
Allah and the Sunna of His Messenger (peace be upon him). 
if this fatwa indicates anything, it indicates the callousness 
of their hearts, fossilisation of their reasons, sharpness of 
their tongue, sporting with the religion, and making the: 
Shari‘a the goal of their mean ends, so much so that thew 
abolished an obligatory duty imposed by Allah on th? 
Muslims without any reason except to express their malice, 
strangulation and grudge against the people whom Allah 

‘has crowned with honour and granted them governmerit 
and rulership. . 

We have never seen any faction from the factions of 
the world who are ‘ascribed to Islam most callous and 
invokers of curses like this faction besides the Shi’a. We do 
not know which of them -is more severe and frequent 
(in cursing). = 

We have expatiated on the description of the reality, 
doctrines and tenets of these people against their 

- Opponents. oe ae 

- Now we may give a brief account of these groups, 

. parties, and scholars whom these people have declared 
impious, unbeliever, heretic and apostate. We mention a 
few names referring to the books in which the declara- 
tion about their heresy has occurred to those who have 
issued fatwa about them: — 


272 


The Bareilawi and the Bareilawis have declared 
unbelievers those poets, writers, men of letters and missio- 
naries of reformation, like Nadhir Husain Khan Dehlawi, 
Shibli Nu'mani, '59 Altaf Husain Hali, '60 Shams al-Ulama - 


158. He was a famous author and man of letters. He pro- 
duced useful works about which Abul-Hasan Nadawi 
has said: They combine knowledge, literature, educa- 
tion of religion, and ethics. They were received widely 
by the people. (Nuzhat al-Khawatir, Vol. VIII, p.495). 

He translated the Qur'an into Urdu. He was a 
brilliant orator, gifted with witticism and an arbitrator 
in temperament. He firmly supported the movement 
for reformation in education launched by Syed Ahmad 
Khan by his lectures and speeches (Nuzhat al-Khawatir, 
Vol. VIII,p. 494). He died in 1333 A.H. 

159. He was. an eminent Hanafi Scholar.’ He had 
full command over the Arabic and Persian sciences, 
history, biography of the Prophet, literature, poetry, 
and rhetoric. He served as a teacher for some time in 
the University of Aligarh. Then he moved to Nadwat 
alUlama and served as its director for eight years. 
Abd al-Hayy Hasani writes about him: He was rigid 

_ in his adherence to the Hanafi school of law. He spent 
some time in polemics with Ahi al-Hadith. . (Ibid., 
Vol. VU, p. 174). He produced many works in all 


sciences. 
160. He was an eminent poet rarely found in the sub- 


continent. His poetry deeply impressed the Muslims 
of India. He wrote many books. The most famous of 
them is ‘Madd wa Jzar Islam’, known as ‘‘Musaddas ° 
Hali.” There is a poem unparalled in the past and 
present in the Urdu poetry. Abu’l Hasan Nadawi 
writes about ‘it: It gained a wide currency in the 

country and the people passionately loved it. It was 

Continued . 
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Zakaullah, "61 Nawwab Mahdi Ali Khan,'62 and Nawwab 
Mushtaq Husain. '63 ; 


LY 


161. 


162. 


163. 


Published several times. It is an Islamic epic. It gives 
an account of the advent of Islam and its blessings to 
the mankind. It furnishes in a wonderful style a 
description of the prophetic mission ‘of Muhammad 
(peace be upon him) and his person. It mentions the 
companions of the Prophet (peace be upon him) 
and the Arabes and indicates their excellence and 
contribution to the revival of the blessings and civilisa- 
tion. It depicts the achievements of the pious ancestors 
of the Muslims. He died in 1333 A.H. (Nuzhat al- 
Khawatir, Vol. VIII, p. 66). 


He belonged to the eminent scholars and illustrious 


writers. It is said that he Produced 160 works on 


‘mathematics, arts, history, and biography. He died 
‘in 1328 A.H. 


He was an eminent writer, and one of the advocates 
of the movement for education launched by Sayyid. 
Ahmad Khan. He was born and nourished in Shia 


‘family, but afterwards by his knowledge and under- 


standing he preferred the beliefs held by the Ahl 
al-Sunna and followed them. He produced a book in 
the refutation of the Shiabt the name*‘Ayat Bayyinat’. 
This book is unparalleled on the subject. He died in 
1325 A.H. 


He was an eminent Hanafi scholar. He was also a 
Supporter of the movement launched by Sayyid 
Ahmad Khan for reformation of education. He was 
an adversary of the British rule in India, and played 
a significant role in opposing them. 
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According to the Bareilawis, all these scholars are 
the ministers of the atheists, advisers of heresy, and 
missionaries of atheism. | 

* Abul Kalam Muhi al-Din Ahmad was an eminent 
scholar of India. He was given the title of Imam al-Hind. 
He introduced Shaikh al-Islam Ibn Taimiyya in the Indo- 
Pakistan sub-continent.:He ordered to translate his books 
into Urdu. But the Bareilawi violently reviled him calling 
him a liar and profligate, and naming him an obstinate 
calumniator. '65 His successor expressly declared him 
apostate, saying: Abu’! Kalam Azad is apostate , and he 
calls his Tafsir an ‘‘unclean book”, ! 

As to the poet of message of the Prophet Muhammad 
(peace be upon him), the poet of the Muslims in the Indo-: 
Pakistan sub-continent, who inculcated the spirit of Jihad 
among the Muslims, exhorted them to throw away the 
unislamic rites and practices, the customs of the unbelievers, 
and to abandon the monasteries and hospices, and warned 
them against the stagnant attitude towards the legal schools 
and allegiance to the individual masters of various schools 
of thought, Dr.Muhammad Iqbal, they said about him: 

‘..™Iblis (the devil) speaks through the tongue of the 
heretic pliifosopher,Dr.Muhammad Iqbal. 167 They further 
added: The religion followed by Iqbal has no relation with 
the genuine Islamic religion . A successor of the 
Bareilawi said: It is not lawful for the Mustims to sit. with 
Iqbal and to talk to him; otherwise they will be sinners 


! F 


164, _Tajanub Ani al-Sunna, pp. 86- 87. 
'165;. Dwam al-Aish, p. 99. f. 

166, Tajanub Ahl al-Sunna, p. 166. 
167. Ibid., p. 340._ 

168. Ibid., p. 341. 
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committing a grave sin. 169 

They also excommunicated the poet of Islam, of 
monotheism and of the people of monotheism Zafar Ali 
Khan, well-known with ‘the title Zafar al-Millat wa'l-Din. 
He created an urge for Jihad in the minds of the Muslims, 
and kindled the fire in their hearts “against the British 
colonialism, their Qadiyani agents and other false sections. 
They declared him an unbeliever, and produced a booklet. 
exclusively devoted to it, which goes by the titld’al-Qaswara 
ala adwar al-humur al-Kafara al-mulaqqab Ali Zafar rumatu 
man Kafar.” It has been signed by many elders of the 
Bareilawis. Mustafa Rida Khan, the son of the Bareilawi, 
has written it. 

The poets, men of.{etters,and writers who roused an 
urge for Jihad among the weak Indians, and to throw 
away the customs and rites of the pre-Islamic days, and the 
old idolatrous practices, and who exhorted them to adhere 
to the Qur’an and the Sunna by their poems, and writings— 
all are unbelievers and profligates. Similarly, the leaders 
of education, those who founded the institutions for the 
education of modern sciences, like ‘physics, chemistry, 
technology, medicine, and law so that the Indian Muslims 
could be equipped with these learnings, and face the . 
modern currents, not to be overpowered by the Hindus and 
the British imperialists—all are unbelievers and apostates, 
for they have resolved 'to emancipate the people from 
ignorance and from various kinds of bondages, and among 
them is the slavery of these tomb-worshippers. They are also 
unbelievers. At the head of these reformers is Sayyid 
Ahmad Khan, the founder of the Muslim University of 
Aligarh in India. A man asked the Bareilawi: Some Persons 


169. Quoted from “Dhikr Iqbal”, p.128. 
and “Sarguzasht Iqbal”, p. 191: 
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say that Aligarh is a respectable place (sharif), being attribu- 
ted to the descendants of the Messenger of Allah? He 
replied: He (Sayyid Ahmad Khan) was a wicked apostate. 
A hadith !70 of the Prophet(peace be upon him) says: 
Do not call a hypocrite sayyid, for if he is your sayyid 
(chief), you will incur the wrath of your Lora.! 1 

The author of ‘Tajanub’has also declared him to be 
apostate and heretic. He says: If anyone becomes aware 
of even case of heresy from among many sure cases of his 
heresy, then he is reluctant or hesitates in his unbelief, he 
is also an unbeliever and apostate, and he will dwell in hell 
for ever. 

Quaid-i-Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah, who liberated 
Pakistan from the double chains of the Hindus and the 
British imperialists, and who founded the Islamic state in 
the world is also an unbeliever. His political party, the’ 
Muslim League, and its members are also unbelievers. The 
author of “Tajanub Ahl al-Sunna’’says: “Muhammad Ali: 
Jinnah is an unbeliever and apostate. He has blasphemous 
beliefs. Therefore, according to the Shari‘a, he is certainly 
an apostate and excluded from the fold of Islam. If anyone 
is doubtful about his unbelief, or hesitates in declaring him 
to be an unbeliever he is also an unbeliever.'73 He further 
add-: The Muslim League is not league of Muslims, but a 
league of the dark people. 7 

Another said: A heretic is the meanest of all in the 
world. He is meaner than the animals. The heretics are the 
dogs of the people of hellfire. Is it possible for a real 
believer and Muslim to make the dog and the dog of the 
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170. We do not know who has transmitted this tradition. 
171. Malfuzat, Vol. Il, p. 319. 

172. Tajanub Ahl al-Sunna, p. 86. 
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people of hellfire his great leader (Quaid-i-Azam).No, never, 
God forbid! that it may be so. 17 

Another Bareilawi says: ‘The manifesto and constitu- 
tion of the Muslim League consist of the heresies and 
straying things”. 176 

They have further said about Quaid-i-Azam: If anyone 
believes in the Islam of Muhammad Ali and admires him, 
he becomes an apostate. His wife is divorced, and it is 
essential for all Muslims to boycott him tillhe . repents, 177 

Such statements can be quoted endlessly: 

Sayyid Ata Allah Shah Bukhari was a great scholar 
and orator of the sub-continent. It is said about him that 
the last centuries have not witnessed an orator like him. 
They declared him and his followers unbelievers, for they 
demanded the Islamic caliphate and wished to establish 
a state the divine Shari’a can be implemented in toto. 
They said: The party of Bukhari is the party of unbelievers 
and apostates, ! 8 

They also declared Muhammad Ziaul Haq, the present 
President of Pakistan, Sawar Khan, the ex-Governor of the 
Punjab and the Ministers of the Government of Pakistan 
to be unbelievers. The reason is that they had offered 
prayer behind the Imam of Masjid Nabawi and the imam 
of Masjid Haram of Mecca when they visited Pakistan. This 
fatwa was issued in reply to a query of a Person who asked: 
What is the fatwa(verdict) about those persons who prayed 
behind the Imams of Haramain (the two sacred territories)? 


a 


175. Awlad Rasu! al-Qadiri, Muslim League ki Zarrin’ 
Bakhya dari, p. 14. 

176. Tajanub Ahi al-Sunna, p. 118, 

177. Abu’! Barakat, al-Jawabat al-Saniyya ala. zuha’ al- 

; suwalat al-Likiyya, p.3. 

.178. Tajanub Ahl al-Sunna, pp. 90,160. 
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They said: The learned Bareilawi scholar Nurani has 
pronounced the fatwa: Whoever believes that the Wahhabis 
of Najd.are Muslims, or prays behind them, is an unbeliever 
and apostate. '79 | 

This can be quoted endlessly. . 

When these people did not find any person whom 
they could declare an unbeliever, and there remained 
no one from their opponents about whom the fatwa of 
excommunication was not issued, they started to declare 
unbeliever anyone who moves on the earth. They said: 
if anyone burns the Turkish cap, he goes out from the 
fold of Islam. 

The Bareilawi himself said: “If anyone puts on the 
English cap (i.e. hat), he is unbeliever. There is no doubt 
about his unbelief.”""81 He further says: “If anyone calls 
a Sayyid Alawi ‘Ulaiwi (a small or lowly ‘Alawi), he is 
‘an unbeliever”’.'°* os 

Some of the fatwas of the Bateilawi are as follows: 

If anyone argues about'the ‘ulema, he is a hypocrite 
and unbeliever. '” | - 

If. anyone insults the ‘ulema and despises them, he 
is an unbeliever. aes 

If anyone says that the Qiyas of Abu. Hanifah is not 
~ true, he is an inbeliever.'°> 


All these fatawa were issued alongside of the fatwa 
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179. Fatwa Sayyid Shuja’at Ali al-Qadiri. 

180. Baligh al-Nur, included in: Fatawa al-Ridwiyya, 
VolL.VI, p.11. 
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that if anyone allows prostration before a sha besides 
Allah, he will not be declared an unbeliever. ! 

If anyone says: Our God (deity) is Muhammad, he 
will not be declared an unbeliever, !87 

If anyone says: Glory be to me; what a great position 
1 have (words used for the praise of Allah), he is not an 
unbeliever. 

There are :nany similar cases where he has not dec- 
lared a person an unbeliever, although he issued such a 
fatwa in trifle matters. 

If anyone calls an ‘alim uwailim (a small scholar), 
he is an unbeliever. ! 

This fatwa was given by him despite his statement 
that precaution is essential in declaring a person an un- 
believer. For this he gives the reason that if there are ninety- 
nine probabilities for unbelief and one probability for 
Islam, then it is necessary that the wordings should be 
construed as Islam.!99 He also said: If anyone declares 
a Muslim to be an unbeliever, he brings back his unbelief” 
to himself, as it has been said in a tradition of the Prophet 
(peace be upon him): ’’He brings back one of them.’191 

Finally, the Bareilawi was careful in declaring a 
Muslim to be an unbeliever. He did not make haste in this 
matter. 192 Another has said: He was very cautious in. 
excommunicating a Muslim. The Bareilawi himself has 
a ce i ee 


186. Al-Mubin, included in: Fatawa_ al-Ridwiyya’, 
p.70. 

187. Ibid., p. 114. 

188. Ibid., p. 147. 

189. Ibid., p. 119. 

190. Al-Fatawa al-Ridwiyya, Vol. VI, p. 114. 

191. Baligh al-Nur included in: Fatawa al-Ridwiyya”, 
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192. Anwar Rida, p. 291. 
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. written about himself: We observe much care about declar- 
ing a Muslim to be unbeliever, and endeavour not to declare 
a person who utters la ilaha illa Allah (there is no god but 
Allah) to be an unbeliever as far as possible, '94 

If this is the position of the Bareilawi and his sect, 
despite all the alleged precautions and carefulness that they 
have already excommunicated the whole world,we are not 
aware what would they do, if they were precautious? 

We wind up the discussion on the subject in this 
chapter with the revelation of : curious things. The scholars 
of India and Pakistan have discovered from his works that in 
his severe fury and anger he declared himself an unbeliever 
many times. After issuing a fatwa about excommunication 
of some persons, he said: If anyane is doubtful about their 
unbelief and punishment, he is an unbeliever. He then 
forgot, and named them Muslims. : 

Viewed from another standpoint we tell them that 
the Bareilawi has written in many places: If anyone despises 
a sayyid, that is, a person belonging to the descendants 
of the Messenger of Allah(peace be Br him}, or scorns 
upon him, he becomes an unbeliever. 95 Not only did he 
himself scorn the honoured and high-born personages, but’ 
he also declared most of them unbelievers, like the 
Muhaddith Dehlawi Sayyid Nadhir Husain and other 
scholars of great repute who belonged to the progeny of 
the Messenger of Allah(peace be upon him). Earlier we have 
made a mention of them. We are at a loss to know what he ‘ 
(the Bareilawi) deserves for all that? 

May Allah save us from the mischiefs of our souls, 
the evils of our deeds and the crops of our tongues. Amen. 


193. Masud Ahmad, Fadil Bareilawi Ulamai Hijaz ki nazar 
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CHAPTER — V 


Bareilawiyyat and its non-sense Talk. 


‘Every heretic people has some legends, fables, non-sense 
talk and humbugs to strengthen their lies so that they may 
not remain unsupported by an authority, and lest they 
should be criticised for want of an evidence. When they do 
not find any authority in the Qur‘’an and the Sunna, the two 
original sources of the Islamic Shari’a, they have resort to 
imaginary anecdotes and fictions. They present them as 
sure evidences and demonstrative proofs, in order to seek a 
support from them. But how is that Possible for them? 
Falsehood cannot reinforce falsehood and the forsaker 
cannot help the forsaker and the lie is topped by the depths 
of darkness, one above another. The ignorance spins out 
only spider's web, and the flimsiest of houses is the spider's 
house, if they but knew. It is they about whom Allah, the 
Exalted, has said: 


PRT Oper pPyg Get Stil Gd poe Je godt 

. Late Ogney 
“Those whose efforts have been wasted in this life, while 
they thought that they were acquiring good by their 
works.” 

They lose the religion for their turning away from the 
truth and for their unmindfulness of the Qur‘an and the 
Sunna, and lose the worldliness for their deviation from the 
proven truths and the incidents that have already occurred. 
And that is a manifest loss. But if anyone refrains from the 
heresies and novel practices, and keeps away from the low 
desires and whims, he holds fast the guidance and follows 
et eNEes 
1) Qur’an XVIII: 104 
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the light which Allah has sent down to scatter the depths 
of darkness and to dispense the ignorance. Are the depths 
of darkness and light are equal? Allah, the Almighty, has said: 


“For any to whom Allah giveth not light, there is no 
light.""2 

Many heretic factions who are attributed to Islam have 
deserted the Qur'an, and made adherence to the rumours 
obligatory on them, and many people have desetted the 
Sunna of the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) 
and adhered to the invocations of the impostors. 

Following the practice of those people the Bareilawis 
embraced all sorts of lies and held fast the objects of ridi- 
cule in order to establish what is false and to falsify what 
is true. But they deceive only themselves and realise it not. 

How abundant and long are their objects of ridicule and 
simultaneously their objects that cause to weep. We, 
therefore, confine ourselves to describe only those fables 
which . have been related by Ahmad Rida al-—Bareilawi 
himself. We seldom mention the stories narrated by his‘ 
eminent helpers, followers and by persons trusted by these 
people. While trying to prove his weak beliefs, repugnant to 
the Qu’‘ran and the Sunna, the Bareilawi narrates the stories 
of the power and authority of the saints to provide relief 
to the persons who ask for aid, their response to the call of 
the victims of coercion, elimination of the adversaries of 
the sufferers, possessing the knowledge of the unseen by 
them, and their presence at every time and place. Before 
making a mention of a saint he says about him: “When 


2) Qur’an XXIV: 40 
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his novice called him, he answered him from the distance of 
a year’s journey or more.”’ 

He reports a saint as saying: | have an access to their 
graves and power of disposition. If anyone has a need, he 
should come to me just in front of my face and mention it, 
| shall meet it.4 He then argues on the basis of fictions to 
confirm these false statements and to reinforce falsehood 
by falsehood. He, therefore, narrates a legend: “My chief 


*Madyan b. Ahmad al—Ashbus {Allah be pleased with him) 


was once performing ablution. He took off his shoe and 
threw it towards the countries lying in the east. After 
complete one year a man came to him with that shoe. He 
said: My spiritual guide, my daughter was in the wood. 
An evil? man caused harm to her. My daughter did not know 
the name of my spiritual guide. She then called: O spiritual 
guide of my father! Take care of me. As soon as she spoke 
this name and asked him for relief, this shoe appeared all of 
a sudden, struck the head of that man, and thus my daughter 
was saved”. 

‘He has narrated a similar legend about |bn Muhammad 
al—Hanafi: “One of his novices was on a journey. Some 
thieves slaughtered him. So he called on: O my Chief, 
Muhammad Hanafi. Take care of me. No sooner he called 
him by his name than the shoe came flying and struck the 
chest of the thief and he became unconscious. Thus the novice 
se 

3) Al-Bareilawi, “Anwar al-Intibal fi hall nida ya Rasul 
Allah) included in the collection of the treatises of the - 
Bareilawi, Majmuat Rasail, Vol. |, p. 182 

4) Ibid. 

5) It means that there would be no harm if the man were 
not evil. 

6) Anwar al-Intibah, Vol. |, p. 182 
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of Sayyid al—Hanafi was saved.’'7 

He concocted another fiction. ““A beggar was begging. 
Once he stopped at the gate of a shop of a person, and asked 
him to give him a rupee. The shepherd refrained from giving 
him the rupee. Thereupon, the beggar said to him: Give me, 
otherwise | shall turn this shop over you. The people 
gathered around him and were crowded. A man with the 
inner light of heart passed by them and said to the shepherd: 
Give him a rupee, otherwise he will turn this shop over you. 
The people said to him: O saint, he is ats sgnorant man acting 
against the Sharia. How can he do it? The saint replied: | 
observed his heart and found it vacant. Then | looked at the 
inner self of the saint, and also found it vacant. But | reflec- 
ted and observed the spiritual guide of the saint. | found him 
a great sage with the power of disposition. | saw him standing 
there so that if this beqgar spoke aything he would imple- 
ment what he spoke and turn the shope of the shepherd 
over him.” 

These are the clear, certain and cogent arguments in 
support of the power of the saints and their capability for 
providing relief to the seekers of help, helping the sufferers, 
and redressing the calamity of the afflicted. 

There is another marvellous fiction which they have 
invented to describe the strength and power of the saints. 
“A man visited Bayazid al—Bistami (Allah be pleased with 
him) and found him looking at the heaven. His eyes were 
overflowed with blood. He said to him: O my Chief, what is 
this? He replied: ! went.to the Throne, and covered the 
whole earth by one pace. Suddenly, | saw the Throne open- 


7) Sbid., p. 181. 
8) Mustafa Rida (ed.), Malfuzat li mujaddid al-Mi‘at 
al-Hadira, p. 189. 
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ing its mouth in search of the Lord, like a hungry wolf. | 
was astonished and shrieked: This is a strange thing. Al— 
Rahman (the Merciful) is informing us that He is seated on 
the Throne with full power and authority. | have come to 
you in search of it and found you in this condition. The 
Throne replied; What Allah, the Almighty, has told me is: 
O Throne, if you desire to find me, ask for me in the heart 
of Bayazid’.9 

One of their powers is that the beasts of prey fear 
them and obey them. They possess the knowledge of the 
seen, being acquainted with whatever occurs to the minds of. 
the poeple. 

The Bareilawi narrates this fiction: Two scholars 
visited a saint of Allah and prayed behind him. He recited 
the Qur’an during the prayer, but did not recite it in a 
measured tone (tartil). He did not pronounce the letters 
according to their proper vocal sounds, as established in the 
science of the methods of reciting the Qur’an. It occurred 
to their minds what type of this saint was that he did not 
know the methods of reciting the Qur'an. The saint knew 
whatever occurred to their minds, but he kept silence. These 
scholars then went to the river for taking a bath. They took 
off their clothes and placed them at the bank of the river. 
A lion came, gathered the garments and sat on them. They 
waited for its departure so that they could come out. But 
it did not depart. The saint received the information and 
hastened to the lion. He caught it by the ear and gave a 
slap on its right cheek. It turned away its face. Again he 
gave a slap on its left side. It then set aside towards the left. 
He said: Do you venture to harm our guests? Run away. 
It then turned its back and ran away. He said to them: 


rrr er 


9) Muhammad Khalil (ed.)"“Hikayat Ridwiyya” 
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You straightened your tongue (referring to their knowledge 
of the art of reciting the Qur'an) and we have straightened 
our hearts. This was a refutation of that which occurred to 
their minds.”"!0 

The literature of these people is replete with such 
non-sense talk and lengthy stories. 

The rediculous and deplorable anecdotes are also 
numerous. The Bareilawi has related one of them. It goes: 
“My spiritual guide Ahmad had two wives. He was one of 
the novices of Abd al—Aziz al—Dabbagh (Allah be pleased 
with him). Once he said to him, “Sajalmasi, what is the 
matter with you that you had sexual intercourse with your 
wife when your other wife was awake?” He replied: “My- 
Chief, she was not awake, but was asleep.”’ He said, ‘‘No, 
she pretended to be asleep, but actually she was not 
sleeping.” He asked, ,“"How did you know that, my Chief?” 
His spiritual guide said to him, ‘Was there another third 
bed?” He said, “Yes, that was there’’. He said,’’ | was on that 
bed”.!1 

! beg pardon of Allah from such non-sense talks. Is 
there any non-sense talk greater and impurer than this? 

The spiritual guide sleeps between his novice and his 
wives in the same room? Moreover, he keeps watch over 
their movements and even his sexual intercourse with his 
wife and keeps watch over his other wife, thus looking at 
both of them: 

Is this religion and is this Shari‘a? 

If this is the religion, we do not know what the heresy, 
atheism, debauchery and profligacy aré. We are at a loss to 
understand what the modesty is, and what the morals are: 


10) Ibid., quoted from al-Malfuzat, p. 110. 
11) (bid., quoted from Ibid., p. 55 
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the morals that teach the young generation to lower their 
eyes and turning away from non-sense. According to the 
presumption of these people, the divine saints have been 
doing these deeds and performing these shameless actions. 
They looked at the things forbidden by the Shari‘a, slept 
among ‘the strange women, and kept watch over the carnal 
actions, and then they informed of whatever they had seen 
and observed in the privacy with impudence and shame- 
fulness. If this is the sainthood, and these are the miracles, 
then it is all over such miracles and sainthoods. . 

He then comments on this anecdote which he invented 
for seeking pleasure with passionate desire and for the 
mention of lewdness. The learned commentator says: “From 
this incident it is inferred that the spiritual guide does not 
forsake his novice at any moment, as al—Sha’‘rani has said 
in “al—Mizan” : The master-jurists and the sufis intercede 
their followers, and they keep watch over them at the time of 
their expiration, and at the moment of questioning by 
Munkar and Nakir in the grave, and at the time of raising 
from the graves, and assembling on the day of resurrection, 
and at reckoning balance, and bridge. They are not unmind- 
ful of them at any place.” 

The Bareilawi narrates another anecdote in ‘ris 
“Malfuzat’’. By this he intends to describe the merits ard 
advantages of holding religious fairs and celebrations at the 
tombs, and draws the attention of the rifraffs to them. 

The story goes: “The religious fairs and + .lgtvations 
were held at the tomb of Sayyid Ahmad al—Badawi al— 
Kabir (Allah be pleased with him) for three days. on his 


—- 
12) “Hikayat Ridwiyya, annotations by Muhammad Khalik 


al-Barakati,.p. 55; Annotations on “al- Istimdad’’ by 
Mustafa Rida, p. 35. 
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birthday. The people used to assemble annually at his tomb. 
Among those who attended these ceremonies reqularly was 
Abd al—Wahhab al—Sha‘rani. Once he visited his tomb on 
his birthday when the people assembled there in large 
number. All of a sudden he saw a slave-girl of a merchant. 
He fell in love with her and was captivated by her. He went 
to the grave and Sayyid al—Badawi called him: Abd al-—- 
Wahhab, did you like that slave-girl? He replied, Yes. It 
behoves a novice not to cenceal his secret from his spiritual 
guide. He said, you have done well, and | have donated this 
slave-girl to you. Al—Sha’‘rani was astonished how his Shaikh 
donated him the slave-girt who belonged to such and such 
a merchant. After a short while the merchant came and 
offered the slave-girl to the holy tomb as an oblation.! 
He then inspired the attendant of the tomb to present 
this slave-girl as a gift to Abd al—Wahhab. Al—Shar’ani 
wondered and delayed until Sayyid al—Badawi called him 
saying: Why this delay now, Abd al—Wahhab? Tass her 
to such and such apartment 


13) Do these vows, offerings and presenting the slave-girls 
to the tombs as a gift differ from those of the pagan 
days. The divine Shari‘a was sent down to obliterate 
them. Is there the least difference between these offer- 

_ ings and those presented by the Hindus and the Magians 
to their deities and idols. In that event there is a lesson 
for those who fear Allah. 

14) Are the apartments constructed near the tombs for this 
purpose — to fulfil the passionate desires and bestial 
lewdness? Are the fairs and celebrations held at the 
graves for this purpose? Are the men and women 
exhorted to visit them for this end? 
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and fulfil your need,.”’15 

By narrating these anecdotes the Bareilawi intends. 
to establish the possession of knowledge of the unseen by 
the saints and their power of disposition and power over all 
matters, even after death. But he did not find any authority 
for it except these false stories, concepts and lewd anecdotes. 

These are the claims and.these are the proofs. . 

What is more astonishing is that not only the Shaikh 
(spiritual guide) alone ‘possesses the knowledge of the 
unseen, and is aware of what occurs to the minds, of the 
people in general, and to the breasts of his novices in parti- 
cular, but also the novices of the Shaikh are aware of it by 
virtue of kissing the feet of the saints and the ground touched 
by their feet. The evidence in support of all this: is also, an 
anecdote narrated by the Bareilawi himself: “My Chief 
Sayyid Muhammad was an eminent scholar and a great 
personage. Once he was walking along the way. Hivgiddent 
saw Nasir al-Din Mahmud Chiragh Dehlawi ‘on his ‘ride. ’. 
He hastened to him and kissed his knee. His spiritual guide . 
said’ to him: Go lower than it, Sharif. Sayyid Muhammad 
then kissed his foot. Again his Shaikh said to him: Go even 
lower than it. So he kissed the hoofs of the horse. Then: 
the Shaikh said to him: Even tower than it. Sayyid’ 
Muhammad then stepped backward and kissed the ground °° 
touched by the hoofs of his Shaikh. The people were 
surprised and said: A great Chief like Sharif Muhammad 
kissed the knee of his Shaikh, but he was not pleased. Then ~ 
he kissed his foot, but still he.was not satisfied. Again he: 
kissed the hoofs of his horse, yet he was not pleased. At 
ES 
15) “Malfuzat al-Bareilawi’ pp. 275-76. ” a; 

The Bareilawi is densidered the renovator of the present 
century by this seet. 
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last he kissed: the ground in front of him. Thereupon,Sayyid 
-Muhammad said: The people do not know what my Shaikh 
has conferred on me by these kisses. When | kissed his knee, 
“the human nature. (na-sut: material world) was disclosed to 
.was unfolded to me. When | kissed the hdofs of his horse, . 
the sphere of the omnipotence of Allah (Jabarut) was 
‘illuminated ta me. And when | kissed the ground, the divine © 
sphere ‘(lahut} appeared to me.’ “16. 

It is these people about whom Allah,. the Exalted, 
has said: , 


ey Leb Gandhy BI Mg yttt Gedlt ett 91 ; 


° cpp diino I g5lS Log pro 5 las 
“These are they who have bartered guidance for error: but 
their traffic is profitless, and they have lost true 
direction.” “7 
"They hold that the: saints are alive as the prophets are 
‘alive i in ther graves. The death does not occur to them except 
for a few-moments like a twinkling of ‘an eye. Then their 
souls are returned to them and they live this worldly life 
with their bodies. They shear, | respond, stand, sit, sleep 
and wake. 7 
‘If. these people are asked: Bring your proof, if you 
are true, They say: Shaikh Ahmad b. al—Rifa’i used to 
_convey annually his greetings to the Prophet (peace be upon . 
him) through the pilgrims. When he himself visited his grave, 
he stood in front of it and recited the following verses: 


ates er ore sant he 3 


Spe SS se ee is 
16) “Hikayat Ridwiyya, quoted from. ‘Malfuzat al- Bareilawi, 
pp. 63-64. 
-17) Qur’an tt: 16 
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“I used to send my soul when | was far ‘away from you. That 

kissed the ground on my behalf. It was my representative. 

Now | have personally come to you. Extend your hand so 

that my lips havea pleasure by kissing them.” 

It is said that the hand of the. Holy Prophet (peace be 

upon him) came out and he kissed it. ‘ , . 

The same happens with the saints. The proof of that 
is as follows: Abd al—Wahhab al—Shar‘ani regularly attended 
the death anniversary of my Chief Ahmad al—Badawi al— 

Kabir (Allah be pleased with him). Once he was delayed by 

two days in attending the anniversary. The attendants of the 

"grave saw that Sayyid al—Badawi removed the screen repea- 
tedly and asked whether his novice had come or not by that 
time. '9 When he comes, the attendants of his grave informed 
him about removing the curtain and questioning about his 
attendance. Abd al—Wahhab said: {s my Chief aware of my 
visit to his grave? They replied: How! It is he who has said: 

Whoever intends to pay a visit to my grave.while- he is at his 

home, how so farther his home is, I-know his intention, and. 

1 accompany him till he reaches my grave. As soon as he 

OO 

18) Al- Bareilawi, “Abarr al-Magal, included in: "Majmuat 
al-Rasail, p: 173. 

19) An old.proverb goes: A liar fie no memory. This anec- 
dote is the best proof of it, as it implies contradiction. 
They hold that the saints possess the knowledge of the 
unseen. Why did he. not know his attendance ‘and 
travelling to him? Why was he impelled to ask the 


-attendants of his grave abuut his visit? ' The last part of 
To be Continued. . 
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puts his baggages, | become responsible for him.""20 
Some more anecdotes: “Two real brothers were killed 
in the way of Allah. They had also a third brother. When the 
day of his wedding ceremony came, they attended the cele- 
brations. The third brother was surprised at their visit. They 
said: We have been particularly sent to participate in these 
celebrations. Then they became the puardinn in marriage 
and then they returned to their place."" 
He narrates another anecdote: “Our Chief Abu Said 
al- Khazzaz narrates: | was in Makka al-Mukarrama. | saw 
.a dead young man at the gate of Banu Shaiba. He turned to 
me smiling and said: Abu Said, do you not know that the 
friends of Allah remain alive, even though they die. They 
shift from one territory to another.” 


_ this anecdote contradicts its earlier part. 
JS coy polel gm clyy of Platt go pmilee eS 


That is-as far as knowledge would reach them. Verily, 
the Lord’ knoweth best those who stray: from His path, 
- and He knoweth best those who receive guidance 
(Lit : 38) 
; SIs oR soe Sy) Cee es 
ft GI ye ety Gb. 
But they have no sichdaig therein. They follow no-. 
thing but conjecture; and conjecture, avails nothing: 
against truth (LUI : 28). : 
20) Al- Bareilawi, Malfuzat, p. 275. 
-21) Al- Bareilawi, “Hikayat - Ridwiyya, aa from “Anwar 
al- Intibah, p. 116. 
22) “Akham qubur al- Muminin® included in “Majmuat al- 
Rasail’ Vol. It, p. 243; pune ee eee: The prophets, 
"To be Continued. . 
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Again, he says: “My Chief Abu Said {may Allah sanctify 
his secret) says: A poor man died. | went down in his grave, 
opened his shroud and placed his head on the earth so that 
Allah might show mercy. to him for his poverty. The poor 
man opened his eyes and said: Abu Ali, you disgrace me 
before the one who Pampers me? | was astonished and 
said: My Chief, are you alive after death? He said: | am alive 
and everyone who loves Allah is alive. | will help you to- 
morrow, by my honour.” . 

There are more such stories. One of them goes: "A 
woman died, and was shrouded and buried. She met her son 
in his dream and said: My shroud has become old, and | 
am ashamed of visiting my friends in it. On the third day 
since today. so and so wilt come to us. When he is shrouded, 
put a new and good shroud for me.“” When the momi 
came, her son investigatéd about that man and found that' 


—_—_ OO 
~ martyrs, and saints. are-alive with their bodies along 
__ With their shrouds. ~ , 
23) Ibid., pp. 243-244 . fos 
24): Allah says: a Pee: 
elt See Sone g Belt ple case abit ot 
0g VSP SS MSs nbs SSLey pla II Gd Ls 
* ae pole alt ot + g05 Syl SUy hs 6 05 : 
Verily, the knowledge of the Hour is with Allah (alone). 
It is He who sends down rain, and He who knows what 
is in the wonlbs, nor does anyone know what it is that 
he will earn on the morrow: nor does anyone know in 
_ what land he is to die. Verily, with Allah is full know. 
ledge and He is acquainted (with all things). (XXXI: 34) 
But these people believe in the reverse of it. 
According to them even the dead have knowledge of 
these things. — ; 
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he ‘had no disease. He enjoyed sound health. But on the 
third day he was informed that he had died. Her son hurried 
and brought a new and costly shroud, and put it in the 
shrouds of the man saying: ‘Give this to my mother. When 
“he slept at night, his mother visited his dream‘ and said; 
May Allah bless you for it. You have sent me a new 
shroud. 25 

There is no harm if we relate you another anecdote 
which indicates the shifting of the dead from one place to 
another himself, as narrated by one of the Bareilawis: A 
righteous woman died in Jaunpur (a city in India), and an 
impious man ‘died i in Madinah al- Munawwarah and was buried 
in al-Baqi. The righteous woman shifted from Jaunpur to 
al-Baqi and the body of that man was shifted from his grave 
to the grave of that woman at Jaunpur. The people witnessed 
this incident with their own eyes. 

The fables: of their ancestors contain events concerning 
their power revival of the dead. They found their fore-. 
fathers having this belief. The anecdote runs: “Once my 
Chief Ahmad Jan (Allah be pleased with him) was passing 

_ along the road. He saw a dead elephant lying there, and the 
‘people gathered around it. He went to him and said: Its 
trunk and eyes are sound. Its hands (fore legs) and hinder 
‘legs are also in sound condition. How did it die? As soon as 
he spoke these words, the elephant began to move and 
stood up alive.” 

', Once Shaikh Abd al- Qadir Jilani looked angrily at a 
kite. It fell down dead. He then touched it, and it flew 


25) Al Bareilawi, “Malfuzat” p. 95. 

26) Ahmad Yar Khan, Mawaiz Naimiyya, p. 26. 

27) “Hikayat. Ridwiyya,. quoted from"Malfuzat al-Bareilawi,, 
p. 53. 
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These are the wonders of these people that they narrate 
the fables that are rejected by reason and disdained by 
human thought. A story goes: Two persons who were saints 
lived at both the banks of a river. Once, one of them pre- 
pared pudding and wished to send it to the other saint at 
the other bank of the river. He said to his servant, “Take 
it to that friend of ours”. He said, “How can | cross the river; 
{ have no boat or anything else for crossing it.” He said, “Go 
to the river and say to it: | have come from a person who 
never had intercourse with his wife”, The. servant was 
astonished, for the saint had children. He complied his order 
and went to the river. He said what the saint had said to him. 
The river was split up and he passed: through it safe and 
sound. He presented the pudding to the saint who lived at 
the other bank and he ate it and blessed him. He said, 
“Convey my greetings to your master”. The servant said”, 
| shall convey your greetings to him when | reach miere: 
How can | reach him, for a river lies between him and me”, 
He said, “Go to the river and say to it: | have come from a 
person who did not take meals for thirty years”. The servant 
was surprised, for he saw him eating the pudding which he 
had brought to him. But as soon as he conveyed his message 
to the river, it was split up and gave him the way for going 
home. 

They have narrated another wonderful . ‘story: A man 
from the novices of Yahya al-Muneyri fell into the sea. 
He was about to sink when al-Khidr (peace be upon him) 
appeared to him and said: Bring your hand in my hand, 1 


alive. 


es 


28) - Ibid., p. 71; al- Ridwi, “Baghi Firdaus,”’ p. 27. 
29) “ai-Hikayat al- Ridwiyya” quoted from’ Maifuzat al-’ 
Bareilawi,” p. 53. 
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“shall save you from drowning. The novice took notice of it _ 
and said: No, my Chief, my hand is in the hand of al-Muneyri. 
| will not leave it, nor will | go to’‘another person besides him. 

_ So al-Khidr (peace be upon him) disappeared and al-Muneyri 
came, took him by the hand .and rescued him from 
drowning.20: 

- ‘Another anecdote goes: Bishr al-Hafi did not wear 
sandals. Hence, he was called al-Hafi (barefooted). The 
animals did not urinate on the roads along which al-Hafi 
used to pass out of respect to him. They did not cause dropp- 
ings so that his feet might not be polluted. One day when a 
man saw dung and urine on the road along which al-Hafi 
used to pass, he said: We belong to Allah, and to Him we 
shall return. He was asked for uttering these words. He 
said, “This indicates that al-Hafi has died. Then an enquiry 
_was made, and it was proved that what he had said was true. 

_ Allah be pleased with him.’"31 

The saints had power to save the people of hell from 
hellfire and to deliver the people being punished from punish- 
ment. The proof of this is the following story: “Sayyid 
Ismail al-Hadrami passed by a grave. He was accompanied 
by Imam Muhi al-Din al-Tabari. He said to him, “Do you be- | 
lieve that the dead talk to the living beings?”’ He said, “Yes, ! 
believe in that’. Then he said to him, “The inmate of this 

_ grave said to me, “I belong to the companions of paradise’. 
He then stood at about more than graves and kept on weep- 
ing till the sun rose and it became fairly daylight. He then 
laughed and said, “You belong to them”. He was asked 
what it was and what had happened. He said, ‘““The inmates 
of these graves were being tortured. So | began to weep and 


30) “Maltuzat al-Bareilawi’ Vol. I, p. 164. 
_ 31) “Hikayat Ridwiyya, p. 172. 
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intercede for them till my intercession was accepted, and the 
torture was removed from them. In a corner there was a 
grave to which | did not pay heed. | heard a woman saying: 
Why have you deprived me of your intercession and | am 
among them? (that is, | was being tortured with them, 
. and. my grave was between their graves). | was a singing 

girl called so and so. You interceded for them, but why did 
not intercede for me? | laughed at her speech and said. 
you ' also belong to them. The punishment was removed 
from her”. 17 

The Bareilawi has written another story: A young 
man was sitting in the assembly of Ibn Arabi. He began to 
weep. Ibn Arabi said to him, “What has caused you to 
weep?” He replied, “It has been illuminated to me that my 
mother is being punished and the angles of punishment are 
carrying her tocheil’. Ibn Arabi said, “The reward of some 
superaragatory worships was in stock with me. I said in my 
heart (i.e. ! thought) that | had donated that reward to her”. 
Then the young man began to laugh. He was asked, ‘What 
happened that you have stopped weeping and began to 
laugh?" He replied, ‘‘! saw that the angels of punishment 
had left my mother and the angels of mercy, had taken her. 
They carried her to paradise instead of hell.“ 2 

After that, is there need of any proof: after these 
sure evidences which areeertain in their establishment and 
indication? If anyone asks or demands an evidence, he is a 
Wahhabi, an unbeliever. We seek refuge in Allah from these 
weak intellects and sick hearts that have been Overpowered 
by the devil, and led them astray from the straight path. 

The most. marvellous of the stories are those which keep 


32) Ibid., quoted from ““Malfuzat al-Bareilawi,"’ pp. 57-58. 
33) Ibid., p. 48 
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the people away from Allah, and lead them to other besides 
Allah. They indicate that there remained no power and 
authority for Allah, and He has no power of enforcement 
and execution, But ali these things have been transferred to 
the saints and the righteous men. The best example to this 
effect is the story related by the Bareilawi himself: My 
Chief, Bayazid al-Bistami, stood at the bank of the Tigris 
river. He went down in it and began to walk on its water as 
he did on the earth. A man saw him and he wanted to cross 
it. He also went down in it and walked behind him, and 
mentioned his name. When he reached near him, he found 
that he was remembering Allah. He imitated him, and 
mentioned his name. When he reached near him, be found 
that he was remembering Allah. He imitated him, and 
mentioned Allah’s name. But suddenly he began to sink in 
the river. So Bayazid turned to him and said, “My name, 
my name, and not the name, and abandon my name?” The 
drowining man siad, “I saw that you were mentioning Allah's 
name. So | also mentioned His name”. He said, ‘Have you. 
not reached me till you reach Him?” So. he called out by 
the name of Bayazid, and was saved from being drowned. 
He began to walk on the water as he was walking on the 
paved road. 

We close this chapter with another marvellous anecdote 
out of hundreds and thousands upon which these people 
have founded their religion, built, their Sharia, and made their 
authority in both religion and Worldly affairs. How much 
loss they are suffering! and how cheap they are!. 

The Bareilawi himself has related the following story : A 
gnostic was searching’ for a perfect spiritual guide. But he 
could not reach him. One night he said to Allah, the Exalted, 
“By Thy honour, and by Thy grandeur, | shall swear an 


34) ‘Ibid., pp. 52-53. 
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allegiance to the first person | meet after the break of dawn 
next morning. When the morning came, he came out of his 
house and stood along the road, waiting for the person 
coming first. A thief carrying the stolen goods came. He 
hastened to him and took him by the hand. He said to him, . 
“Extend your hand; | shall swear allegiance to you. The thief 
was surprised and intended to run away. But he did not 

- leave him, and‘ he was impelled to disclose the reality. He 
said to him, “O Shaikh, what do you want for me.? | am a 
notorious thief and plunderer. These are the stolen goods on 
my shoulder.” The gnostic said to him, ‘Whatever the matter 
may be, | have sworn by Allah that | shall swear allegiance to 
a person whom | shall meet first in the morning. You are 
the first man whom | have met. | shall not leave you unless 
you accept the oath of allegiance from me.” When al-Khidr 
(peace be upon him) saw this incident and found him sincere 
in his search for a spiritual guide, he stepped forward and 
conferred on the thief all the ranks and degreesof sainthood 

‘ and gnosticism, and he caused him to pass through all the 
stations, and made him enter the body of the perfect men, 
while he was standing at his place. He then ordered him to 
swear allegiance to that gnostic. 

This is the true picture of these people, and these are 
their. arguments to prove the questions of the Shari’a and 
_the religious beliefs. 

Jd Gay plel 52 eb, ol ped! oo prstio ells 

+ GOSRI ey pelel g@y dhe OF 
“That is as far as their knowledge will reach them. Verily 
The Lord knowest best those who stray from His Path, 
and He knoweth best those who receive guidance.” 


ee a 


35) Ibid. pp. 71-72. 
36) Quran LIN: 30. 
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Allah, the Edalted, said: ; 
Orele 985 cL! Ol 5® amd! dol go cul 4! 


cagtierg! GgRoms aM 2S! ol urs pl - WS 5 
© Mus hat pm Jy pLastLS YI pd vy! 
‘Seest thou such a one as taketh for his god his own - 
passion (or impulse)? Couldest thou be a disposer of affairs 
for him? or thinkest thou that most of them listen or under- 


‘stand? They are only like cattle —-— nay they are worse 
astray in path.” : 


_— 


37) Quran XXV: 43-44, 
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